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Eiqbleenth Convention of the General Synod. 


FIRST SESSION, 
Rxavix6, Pa., Thursday, May 14, 1857. 


This being the time and place appointed for the meeting of 
the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
the United States of America, a large namber of delegates 
elected to the Convention, assembled in St. Matthew's Church, 
under the pastoral care of Rev. J. A. Brown, where Divine 
service was held, and a discourse appropriate to the occasion, 
delivered by Rev. A. II. Lochman, of York, Pa., the Presi- 
dent of the last Convention, from the text, 1 Cor. 1: 23.— 
But we preach Christ erucified. 

At the conclusion of public worship, the Convention was 
called to order, and the certificates of the delegates were 
presented. 


LIST OF DELEGATES IN ATTENDANCE. 
I. Synod of Maryland. 


Rev. J. G. Monnts, D. D. Mr. W. A. Wisoxa, 
II. Bisnor, 4 % J. R. Drecs, 
J. G. BUTLER, % T. N. Kurz, 

« B. Kuntz, D. D. J. MUSSELMAN. 


D. J. Haven, 
2. Synod of Pest Pennsylvania. 


Rev. A. II. LocuMax, Pnor. M. L. gronvrn. 
„%S. S. Senuvenrn, D. D. Mr. C. A. Morris, 
„ C. P. Knaur, D. D. G. A. BARNIIE, 


& J. Ozwaly, F. SmiTH, 
F. RUTUKAUEFF, „G. Mus8EReMITH, 


Rev. N. Albnien, 
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Rev. J. Z. SEXDERLING, 
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Rev. J. L. Scnock, 
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3. Synod of South Carolina. 
Mr. J. F. Senmurn, 


G. Harmrwaxces, J. T. Tnoxas, 
A. J. Kanx, J. B. Cours. 
T. S. Borxrer, 


4. Hartwick Synod. 


Rev. J. R. Kxisxn, 
L. STERNBERG, Mr. D. Dietz. 


5. Synod of North Carolina. 


Rev, S. Rornnocxk, 
W. GERHART, 


Mr. M. Barren, 
. Isxx Non. 


6. New Fork Ministerium. 


Mr. A. F. Ocxzrnarers, 
W. M. Herr, 
% C. KRxyraxx, 
« W. Mrssxn. 


J. C. Dry, 

II. N. Ponluxx, D. D. 
W. D. Srnonnt., D. D. 

C. F. E. Sronluxx, D. D. 


7. Virginia Synod. 
Mr. P. Bowxns, 
S. Hurertrt. 


J. P. KX, 
A. R. Rvps, 
A. Essick, 


8. Allgghany Synod. 


P. San, Mr. J. Bzraves. 


H. BAKER, 
9. Synod of Hast Pennsylvania. 


E. W. Hurrxn, Mr. I. Suren, 

L. E. AlnExr, « C. Kudrxn, 

C. C. CuLLER, D. Lurnzn, M. D. 

J. A. Bnowx, Mr. Joux WEIDMAS. 


10. Miami Synod. 


N. B. Lirtue, Rev. A. HeLwis, 
J. F. REiSMUSD, Mr. F. Grpnaur. 


- . 
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11. Wittenberg Synod. 
Rev. S. Srnveurn, D. D. Mr. J. G. Srovan. 
G. N. H. Prrxus, 


12. English Synod of Ohio. 


Rev. J. G. ELtix6es, Mr. C. KovxTze, 

W. G. Kei, * 8. CULLER. 

13. Synod of Illinois. 
Rev. S. L. Harktr, Rev. C. Kuni. 
14. Synod of Nestern Virginia. 
Rev. E. Hawxixs, Mr. R. Brows. 
15. Olive Branch Synod. 

Rev. S. WIIISs, Rev. E. R. Gurisey, 

D. S. Alruax, | Mr. B. Moors. 


16. Synod of Pennsylvania. 
Rev. C. F. Scuaryytr, D. D. II. H. MunLeExBERs, M. D. 


G. F. Knorkt, F. A. MunLexBERG, M. D. 
B. M. Scunvexxn, Mr. C. Prez, 

C. W. SCHAEFFER, D. D. CC. ASYMEAD, 

„% B. KELLER, „H. TREXLER, 

% J. N. HorrMax, ox. J. ERDMAX, 

F. A. M. KELLER, Mr. J. Roux. 


IT. Synod of Northern Illinois. 
Rsv. S. W. Harkey, D. D. Rev. E. MiLLEꝑ. 
„P. ANDERSEN, 


18. Pittsburg Synod. 


Rev. W. S. Euxnx, Mr. F. A. Scnxervur, 
„C. P. Kravtn, „G. WEYMAN, 
„W. A. PasSsAVANx, „C. YBAGER. 


« L. M. Kvuxs, , 


19. Synod of Teras. 
(No delegation present.) 


20. Englizh ' Diatriet Synod of Ohio. S 
Rev. J. Rvcax, Mr. A. Cvur, : 
« A. N. Banrnotourw. G. Bannick. 


21. Synod of Kentucky. 
Rev. P. GLexs. 


22. Central Synod of Pennaylvania. 
Rev. II. ZrecLER, Mr. J. B. Hottowar, 
„L. T. WiLiaus, „J. Ri*neL. 
C. M. KI, 


23. Synod of Northern Indiana. 


Rev. II. Wxiis, Mr. P. Bisnor. 
D. Surry, 


24. Synod of Southern Illinois. 
Rev. D. JExKiNs. 


25. Synod of Towa. 
Rev. R. Werses, Rev. A. A. Tamar. * 


The roll was called, and a constitutional majority being 
present, the Synod proceeded to the election of permanent 
officors. 

Messrs. W. A. Wisong and G. A. Barnitz, and Rev. Mes- 
sers. F. Ruthrauff and B. M. Schmucker were appointed tell- 
ers, who subsequently announced the following as the resul L 
of the election : 


Rev. S. W. HARKEY, D. D., President; 
Pnor. M. L. STOEVER, Secretary; 
Hox. P. S. MICHLER, Treasurer. 


On motion, the Synod adjourned to meet in the afternoon 
at two 0 'clock, P. M. 
Prayer by Rev. Dr. Kurtz. 
. 
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SECOND SESSION, 


N Tnuns pax, 2 Heloct, P. M. 


The chair was taken by the President. 

Prayer by Rev. Dr. Krauth. 

Readlred, That the rules of the last General Synod be 
adopted for the government of this Convention. 

Rezolved, That a committee be appointed on the creden- 
tials of all delegates whoee right to a seat in the Convention 

is disputed. 

Committee—Rev. Messrs. W. A. Passavant, C. W. Schaef- 
fer, D. D., B. Keller, and II. II. Muhlenberg, M. D. 

Application for connexion with the General Synod was 
then made by the Synod of Northern Indiana. 

Rezolved, That the Synod of Northern Indiana, having 
complied with the constitutional provisions, be admitted into 
this body, and its delegates invited to take seats as members. 

A similar request was also made by the Synod of Southern 
Illinois. There being no objection, the request was granted, 
and the names of the delegates present were enrolled. 

Rezolved, That all Lutheran ministers in attendance, and 
not delegated to the Convention, be received as advisory mem- 
bers. 

Rev. II. Bishop was appointed by the Chair to report the 
names of such, who subsequently presented the following : 


Rev. W. M. Revyxoups, D. D. Rev. G. Parzox, 


„% J. Unten, « J. F. Pnonsr, 

J. SELMEER, „ FT. 3. 

R. Derrick, C. J. EHREHART, 

« C. A. Hay, „F. BERKEMEYER, 

NM. N. Snort, H. G. Bowzrs, 

« B. SADTLER, D. Ganvnn, 

W. Jxxkixs, W. S. Bowmax, 

A. Bund, D. P. RosENMILLER, 
„ TF. STorx, D. D. J. F. WanroLE, 

« A. W. Lilly, «I 


Eu. 1 


* » 
e 


. #5. tr my, - — pay 4 n 
F * „ ee End 


$530 
- 


rg at my an: 2 4 
b G 
. 
. 


o 


n wth N * T 2 

4 * 1 k A n s "- . — — . 
n % * We N het 

. & 5 U 0 — þ 
ch Ps o - p- —_ . 1 . E » K+ RT, wig, 
Cat „ 8 Po * 1 d 3-4 % #7 a - — 2 
* * > * * * * -4 
* 20 4 2 ch . # , *s 
* 


2 
25 


9 


. 
- 


y 2 
0 5 p 
= hy * 414 "ae, GR 
r 
- 


Rev. J. E. Grarey, 


« 


wy 8. K. Bnonsr, 
T. T. Jaran, 
%R. S. WAGNER, 
A. C. Wrorx wo, 
A. Murma, 
« E. GREENWALD, 
« J. J. Fasr, 
F. W. Coxnab, 
G. Dreny, 
G. Sur, 
D. M. UxxxEL, 
we © Loxs, 
J. W. HaxeLer, 
L. Senkt, 

N. Vax ALsriIxR, 
„% P. WIIII8d, 

J. T. WiiLiaus, 
„% P. M. Rianrurxn, 
% G. A. WINZxI, 
«© M. Surrtgian, 
« M. Orriern, 
W. STROBEL, 


P. Bonx, 

II. S. MiLLER, 
3 Borrn, 
C. J. Murxn, 
E. UxAxdsr, 
F. R. Axsracn, 
„C. Kun, 
D. Srrcx, 
3 
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S. Douxn, 

% J. Konurxn, 

« C. A. l 

4 J. H. Heck 

% J. NascuoLD, 
L.. G. Eddaxns, 
« A. Bans, 

« W. E. Sxvvan, 
« G. Hens, 

« A. S. Lixx, 

% G. A. HixTERLEITNER, 
J. B. Cntsr. 


The following individuals from other denominations were 
introduced to Synod, at various periods, during its sessions, 
and invited to seats in the Convention: : 

Rev. J. H. A. Bomberger, D. D., as delegate from the 
Synod of the German Reformed Church ; | 

Rev. H. A. Rowland, D. D., as delegate from the General 


Assembly of the e Church in he Unitec States; 


9 
Rev. Mr. Bevan, of the Baptist Church ; 

Rev. Mr. Leinbach, of the German Reformed Church; 
Rev. Mr. MeCauley, of the German Reformed Church; 


Rev. Mr. MeCaskey, of the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
Rev. Mr. MeCarter, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Rezolved, That the reading of the minutes of the last con- 
vention of the General Synod be dispensed with, and that a 
committee be appointed to report the unfinished business. 

Committee—Prof. C. F. Schaeffer, D. D., W. A. Wisong, 
Rev. P. Andersen. | 

The following committee, consisting of one member from 
each Synodical delegation, was then appointed on ys State 
of the Church: 

Rev. Mexssrs. C. W. Schaeffer, D. D., I. G. le A. II. 
Lochman, A. J. Karn, J. R. Keiser, Prof. W. Gerhart, J. 
L. Schock, A. R. Rude, II. Baker, L. E. Albert, N. B. Lit- 
tle, S. Sprecher, D. D., W. G. Keil, S. L. Harkey, D. 8. 
Altman, W. A. Passavant, P. Andersen, J. Rugan, P. Glenn, 
II. Ziegler, D. Smith, D. Jenkins, E. Hawkins and A. A. 
Trimper.- 

The committee appointed to consider the application of the 
delegate from the Synod of Texas, reported through Rev. 
Dr. C. W. Schaeffer, that it appeared to their satisfaction 
that the Synod of Texas wished to be represented in the 
present General Synod ; and that as the late President, Rev. 
W. Strobel,, of said Synod, had been for some time in the 
North, he was previously informed -of the intention of the 
brethren to elect him as their delegate, but as the Synod met 
only on the 23d ult., in the extreme West of Texas, the offi- 
cial communication could not possibly have reached him. 

The report was received, and after some discussion on. the 
subject, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That Rev. W. Strobel be, at present, received as 
an advisory member, and that if the Secretary have evidence 
of his election as delegate, before the publication of the min- 


utes, his name as such be regularly entered on the roll. 
2 r 


n 


. Rexolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take 
into consideration the action of the different digtriet Synode 
on the suhjeet of the Licentinte System, and to report to this 
body the general merits of the subject. 

Committee—S, S. Schmucker, D. D., B. Kurts, D. D., 
C. F. E. Stohlman, D. D., C. P. Krauth, D. D. and J. G. 
Morris, D. D. 

Nesolred, That the President, at the equate of the Synod 
to-morrow morning, appoint the following standing commit- 
tees, vin: 

On Devotional Exercises; on our Literary and Theological 
Institutions; on Correspondence with other Ecclesiastical bo- 
dies; on the Treasurer's Report ; and on Mileage. 

Resolved, That the committee on Devotional Exercises be 
instructed to make arrangements for the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper in Trinity Church, on Sabbath afternoon at 
three o'clock. 

Rezolved, That the sessions of 8 commence at nine 
o'clock in the morning, and adjourn at twelve; that they be 
resumed in the afternoon at two o'clock, and continue until 
five. 

Rezolved, That an opportunity be given to the Foreign 
Missionary Society to hold its business meeting on Friday 
at three o'clock, P. M.; to the Home Missionary Society on 
Saturday at ten, A. M.; to the Parent Education Society on 
Monday at three, P. M.; and to the Church Extension Society 
on Tuesday at two, P. M. 


Closed with prayer by Rev. Dr. Schmucker. 


THIRD SESSION, 


; Frrvay, May 15, A.M. 
The Synod convened according to adjournment. 
The session was opened with prayer by Rev. D. Garver. 
The roll was called and the absentees marked. 
The minutes of os preceding session were read and ap- 
proved. 


11. 


Delegates from several Synods, who had arrived since the 
organization of the Convention, were received and authenti- 
cated. | 


The Synod of Iowa, through its delegation, then applied 
for admission into this body. There being no obstacle in the 
way, the application was granted, and the delegates of the 
Synod were invited to take seats in the Convention. 

The President now, in accordance with the resolution, 
adopted at the previous session, announced the following 
committees: 

On Devotional Exercizes—Mr. C. A. Morris, Dr. D. Lu- 
ther, and Rev. Messers. J. N. Hoffman, F. A. M. Keller and 
J. A. Brown. 5 


On our Literary and Theological Institutions—Rev. A. 
Eesick, Prof. L. Sternberg, S. Sprecher, D. D., Rev. E. Mil- 
ler, Prof. M. L. Stoever, Rev. T. S. Boinest, J. R. Drege, 
Esq., Rev. II. Bishop, Prof. R. Weiser, Rev. C. P. Krauth 
and Prof. W. Gerhart. 


On Correspondence with other Heclesiastical bodies - Rev. 
Messers. II. N. Pohlman, D. D., A. H. Lochman, J. Z. Sen- 
derling, J. C. Duy and J. R. Keiser. 


On the Treasurer Report—Mr. F. Gebhart, Rev. E. W. 
Hutter and F. Smith, Esg. 


On Milzage—V. D. Strobel, D. D., Mr. F. Schirmer, 
I. Sulger, Esq., Hon. C. Kugler, and Rev. S. L. Harkey. 

Nesolved, That the reporter of the Daily Evening Bulletin 
be tendered a seat near the Secretary, and that the officers 
be respectfully requested to furnish him every facility which 
may assist him in obtaining the material for his daily corres- 
pondence. 

The Treasurer, Hon. P. S. Michler, read his report, which 
was accepted and referred to the proper committee. 
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* | 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 


F. S. Michler, Treasurer, in account with General Synod 
of Evangelical Lutheran Church. * 


To balance due me as per account rendered General Synod 

June 14, 1856....o. oo e 
Interest on same from September 10, 1853, to November 10, 

1855, two years and two months. OS BT 


| $168 36 
1855, June 26, By cash received of Rev. A. T. Geigzenhainer, 


Treasurer pro tem. of General Synod. .. . . $80 82 
Interest on same 4 mo. 14 days 4 eee 1 BO 


; 0 982 62 $2 62 


Balance due 10th Nov., 1888... ..... .. $385 74 
For which balance I have drawn on T. Newton Kurtz, Esq., at sight. 


1857, May 5. Cash received of T. N. Kurtz, on account of sales 
of Hymn Book.......... cc e $1,110 OS 
Mar. 31. Cash rec'd. of Rev. W. S. Emery. 6 00 
Apr. 16. do. Rev. J. G. Butler, contribution 
from Metropolitan Church, Washington............ 8 00 
May 6. do. Prof. Stoever, contributed by West | 
« 12. do. Rev. B. Sadtler, St. John's Church 
4 18. do. Rev. E. Greenwald, Christ's Church 
W do. Rev. P. A. Strobel's Church, Cobles- | 
HL, por T. IN. EDEIE.; „„. TS BD 
GB do. Rev. J. Winecoff's Church, Frost- 
burg, Md., per T. N. Kurtz. 2 00 
„ -» do. Rev. J. A. Seiss, Second English 
Lutheran Church, Balt., per T. N. Kurtz..,...... 20 66 
& 0 do. W. S8. Bowman, Madison Church, 
1 do. J. G. Ellinger, New Middletown... 3 00 
ö do. South Carolina Synod. . .... , 30 00 
« 40 do. Ex. Luth. Synod, Springfield. 2 00 


Y 
#42 


13 
1857 May 13 Cash received of Rev. P. Raby, Pikeland, Pa. — 3 50 


253 do. Synod of Iowa. . 13 50 
3 do. Rev. G. H. N. Peters, Plymouth 

and Mansfield charges 6 25 
4 „ do. Rev. H. G. Brown, Clearspring 


3 00 
Rev. W. 8. Emery (additional) 2 00 
Central Synod, Centrestall, Sa- 


EN NEE EET EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEEE 


12 50 


4 * da. Miflintown charge. q 5 00 
3 ** do. Lancaster per Dr. Muhlenberg 10 00 

1 do. Rev. G. Sill, Grindstone Hill, | 
REI” TTP 3 00 

3 do. North Carokna Synod, per Mat- 

thew Barker .Lotoooorioodd#otrebibobrnmecictobmotedeace 5 09 
oy.” do Rev. E. R. Guiney, Indianopolis 2 50 
$1286 54 
Deduct am'nt. paid Rev. B. Sadtler, Sec. last Synod.,.......- oc 4 12 
Balance paid Mr. Sulger . . 005006 „ $1282 42 


P. S. MICHLER, Treas. 

May 14, 1857. 

The Financial Committee on the Hymn Book, presented 
the following report, per Izaac Sulger, Esq. The report was 
received and referred to the committee on the Treasurer's 
account. . 


Report of the Financial Hymn Book Committee. 


The undersigned would respectfully report the following statement, as 
showing the. amount of revenue defived by the Synod from the publica- 
tion of Hymn Books, Catechism, &c., under existing contracts, as fol- 


lows, to wit : : 
Sales since November, 1, 1854, of 48mo. edition. . $11,737 00 
T June 1, 1855 „l. * 8,753 00 
4 _ 1 Catechism * 5,525 00 
1 1 * German Hymn Book 1,013 00 
— 55505050000 — — 827,028 00 


From these sources the following revenue has been derived by Syuod, 
as follows, to wit: 
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From 48mo. edition Aren eee eee 79 
« 24 oe ra Brad, 
1 German Hymn Book. . . . „81 04 


. . ̃ ⅛˙ AAA ̃⅛˙dà. ͤ WHAGE IS. 
Deduct amn't. charged by T. N. Kurtz, for sundry 
BRAY mel coooooorooonoeevooye5005 00000020 0000000 00000000005 008 $796 78 
Cost of stereotyping 48mo. edition Hymn Bock . . . . 573 $9+ 1,370 67 


Balance due Synod and paid to P. 8. Michler, Treas. 


#1 110 06 { 


Re md 


The above statement compared with that reported by Hymn Book 
Committee, June 1, 1855, Shows the following data, to wit: 
Sales of Hymn Book reported June 1, 1835. 


2 0 ae cncecidofhococcthcccc $13,575 00 


„ , nn 5 re E 3 4,497 09 
12,072 00 


Sales of Hymn Book since June 1, 1855. 


« of 24mo, edition mm ooo ces docoveda eee „88.753 00 
* of 48 ” — $000 00000060 0000060004050 7,240 09 15,993 00 


Decrease since June 1, 1835. 2,079 00 


a Kenne reported cane „„ 6,530 00 
since — ODEO OY 


Decrease since June 1, 1856....... cc oooo ence 


— of German Hymn Book since June 1, 1853. .. 1,013 00 
# repogid Eb 


2 — 


Your committee have been thus particular in stating the itbms, that 
constituted the last report to Sync, because said report has been lost or 


mislaid, and cannot be supplied without & reference to the Publisher's 
private account with the committee. They therefore, suggest, that the 


+ above be appended to the printed minutes of Synod for easy reference 


hereafter. . g 

The large, or 12mo. edition of the Hymn Book is not yielding to Synod 
any revenue at present, as the cost of stereotyping has not been realized 
by the publisher, aud will not for some years to come. Your committee 


have no ﬆtatement to report in reference to the 12mo. edition, for the 
reason above mentioned. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by 
ISAAC SULGER, 


On behalf of the Committee. 
Philadelphia, May 1st, 1857. | 


Rev. Dr. C. F. Schaeffer, from the committee appointed to 
examine the minutes of the last Synod, submitted the follow- 


ing report: 
Report on the Minutes of the last Convention. 


The cotumittee appointed to examine the minutes of the last General 
Synod respectſally report: 

I. The sabject of the Pastors* Fund (pp. 19, 20) appears to claim atten- 
tion at this meeting, as far as the appointment of new Trustees is con- 
cerned, | | 

2, On page 26 the District Synods are requested to present at this 
meeting a statement of the views on the Licentiate System entertained 
by them respectively. On this general subject a committee has already 
been appointed at this meeting. . * 

3, On page 34 the Secretary is requested to complete two sets, one 
printed and one in manuscript, of the minutes of all past Conventions of 
the General Synod. * 

The minutes do not exhibit any other items of unfinished business, or 
subjects referred from the last to the present General Synod, which will 
not be necessarily considered, by observing the established order of busi- 
ness. C. F. SCHAEFFER. 

W. X. WYSONG, 
P. ANDERSEN, 


The report was received and the following action adopted : 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to nom- 
inate Trustees for the ensuing two years. 


Committee.—Rev. J. R. Keiser, S. S. Schmucker, D. D. 


and C. A. Morris. Y 

They subsequently presented a report nominating W. M. 
Heyl, Izaac Sulger, Esd., L. L. Houpt, Rev. E. W. Hutter 
and Rev. B. Keller. 

The report was received and the nominations were con- 


firmed. 
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_  Rexoloed, That the Trustees of the Pastors Fund be di- 
rected to have the fund safely secured, and report at the 
next meeting of the General Synod. 

Nesolred. 1. That this Synod again urge upon the several 
+ Distriet Synods connected with it to take the most active 
measures to increase the means for the support of et 
nuated ministers. 

NResolred, That whilst each District Synod seek to supply 
the wants of the superannuated ministers, widows, and or- 
phans among themselves, whenever any funds remain unap- 
propriated, those Synods be requested to transmit their 
surplus funds to the Treasurer of the General Fund; and the 
Treasurer, together with the Trustees of this fund, be an 
Executive Committee to consider and decide all applications 
for relief from any portion of the church; also, that the 
Treasury be at all times accessible to all proper applicants 
whenever there are funds unappropriated ; and further; that 
former rules and resolutions, not in accordance with this reso- 
lution, be and are hereby, rescinded. 

In reference to the third item reported by the committee, 
it was 

Nesolred, That the Secretary of the present Convention 
continue the work, commenced by his predecessor in office. 

A document was presented to the Convention by Rev. 
G. F. Krotel from the German Kirehentag, which was refer- 
red to a committee consisting of Rev. G. F. Krotel, 8. 8. * 
Schmucker, D. D., J. G. Morris, D. D., C. F. E. Stohlman, 
D. D., and C. P. Krauth, D. D. 

The Convention, at the hour appointed, adjourned, after 

prayer by Prof. Weiser. 


FOURTH#SESSION. . 


Frivar, P. M., 2v'elock. 


The Synod was called to order and prayer offered by Prof. 
Schaeffer, a 


The minutes of the former session were read and approved. 
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A communication was presented by Rev. Dr. C. W. Schaef- 
fer from the Lutheran Publication Society, which was read, 
and the following resolution adopted: 7 


Necolred, That the General Synod expresses its approba- 
tion of the objects contemplated by the Lutheran Publication 
Society, and that a committee of three be appointed to report 
in what manner this Synod shall be _y represented in 
the Board of Publication. 


Committee—W. D. Strobel, D. D., A. II. Lochman, and . 
8, 8. Schmucker, D. D. 


The following minute in reference to the death of Rev. Dr. 
Kurtz, one of the founders of the Synod, was unanimously 


adopted, the members of Synod rising, when the vote was 
taken. 


Wurnxas, since the last meeting of the General Synod, it 
has pleased the Supreme Dispenser of all events to remove 
from earth to heaven, J. DANIEL Kuntz, D. D., who for more 
than threescore years and ten was connected with the minis- 
try of our church, and who, thirty-seven years ago, took part 
in the organization of this body: 


Nesolved, That in the death of this venerable patriarch, 
we have occasion not only to lament the loss of one whose 
christian character, personal virtues, and exemplary life com- 
mended him to the confidence and regard of all, but whose 
services to the church, and whose relations to this Synod, de- 
serve and receive our grateful acknowledgments. 


Resolved, That whilst we are assured that our loss is his 
gain, we devoutly thank God for the grace imparted to his 
servant, to honor the Gospel by a useful life and a triumphant 
death; and we humbly pray that we may be profited by his 
example, and like him, at last, when our work here is finished, 
be ready to depart in the full hope of eternal life. 


The Convention adjourned after prayer by the Rev. D. 
Smith. : 
3 


FIFTH SESSION, 


Sarunbav, 9'o'clock, 


The President took the chair, and prayer was offered by 
Rev. J. P. Cline. 
The roll was called, and the minutes read and approved. 
Mr. C. A. Morris, from the committee on Religious Exer- 


. cises, made the following report : 
7 The committee appointed on Religious Exercises, beg leave to recom- 
mend : 
I. That there be a meeting for prayer every morning ut eight o clock. 
. in this church, and that the brother who shall conduct the meeting, be 
A nominated by the persons present at the time. 
oy 2. That this afternoon be set apart as a seazon of wlemna public devo 
* tional exercises, to be held in St. James Church, and that the exercizes 
consist of Adres and prayer, with the usnal aervices preparatory to 
the Communion ; also that the person conducting these exercives be ap 
Y pointed by the President of this Convention, and that an invitation be 
tendered to the pablic to participate in them. 
3. Rezolved, That the brethren, A. H. Lochman, C. F. Schaeffer and 
J. G. Morris, superintend the solemnities of the Communion on —— — 
afternoon in Trinity Church. 
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c. A. MORRIS, 1 
b. LUTHER, 

J. N. HOFFMAN, 

F. A. M. KELLER, 

J. A. BROWN. 


1 The Synod-adjourned, on account of the meeting of the 
Home Missionary Society, after prayer by Rev. G. Diehl. 
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SIXTH SESSION. 


« Moxpar, 9 o'clock, A. M. 


At the conclusion of the usnal devotional exerciscs, the 
President called the Convention to order, 
Prayer was offered by Rev. C. M. Klink. 
„ The minutes of the last session were read and approved. 


42 | Rev. Dr. Bomberger appeared as a delegate from the Syn- 


od of the German Reformed Church, and was invited to take 
a «eat in the Convention, as an advisory member, 

The minutes of the German Reformed Sy nod were pre- 

sented and referred to the committee on ecclesiastical corres- 
pondence. 

A letter was also received from the Evangelical Church 
Union of the West, and referred to the same committee. 


Rezolved, That Rev. J. A. Seiss, of Baltimore, in connex- 
jon with the publisher, be requested to correct the typogra- 
phical errors in the n references of the General 
Synod's Catechism. 

Rev. Dr. Sprecher, from the committee appointed at the 
last Convention of the General Synod, to found in this cout. 
try a School for the training of colored persons, and to ma- 
ture a plan for the contemplated mission in Western Africa, 
presented the following report : 


Report on the African Miasion. 


I. On the 12th of December, 1855, the committee appointed Rev. M. 
Offcer Superintendent of the enterprise, with instructions to travel through 
the church, for the purpose of acquainting our people with the object and 
plan of the movement. and. of collecting funds for the founding of the 
Home, School, or Mission Institute. . 

2. The Superintendent has been constantly employed in this work, 
from the time of his appointment, and reports that in all parts of the 
church where he has been, the general expression on the part of both 
ministers and people is, that the project is right in itself, and is tixyely 
in our church. | 

3. As, howbver, the movement depends on the whole General Synod 
for its support, it does not receive as large contributions from anz one 
member or part of the church, as objects more local do, and as contri- 
butions are made only on the solicitations of the Superintendent, the 
progress in raising fuuds has been slow. On the other hand, the effort 
heing made to acquaint the various parts of the church with the enter- 
prise, thus requiring much travelling on the part of the Superintendent, 
his expenses have been proportionably large, 

4. We have on hand, clear of all expenses, about one thonsand dollars 
in cash, and about four hundred dollars in gubscriptions which will be 
due in a few weeks. 

$5, We have not Yet selected a location for ission school, as it was 
thought best to leave this an open question till after the meeting of this 


ee 
. 


. Synod, that all parts of the church may have an opportunity to propose 
locations. The intention is to locate the Institute wherever, upon the 
whole, we can secure the greatest advantages. 


For the foreign department of this undertaking, we recommend : 
1. That the contemplated mission be located among the heathen pop- 


ulation in the territory of the Republic of Liberia. 

2. That the plan of the work be to establish, under the superintend 
ence of a white man, a small settlement of christian colored people — 
embracing a preacher, a school teacher, and one or more farmers and 
mechanics, as the means of the church will allow. 

3. That the heathen children taken into the mission be taught—in 
connection with their religious training—the common branches of an 
English education, and also the common arts of civilization. 

4. That so soon as practicable, some one of the missionaries acquire a 
knowledge of the language spoken by the heathen about the mission, 80 
as to preach to the adult population, and also to understand more per- 
fectly their modes of thought. 2 

In conclusion, the committee recommend the continuance of the agen- 
„ ey by Rev. M. Officer, with a view to the permanent establishment of the 
31 African Mission Iustitute. 

1 | 8. SPRECHER, 

; 8. W. HARKEY, 

89 W. H. HARRISON, 
. | T. D. MARTIN, 

F. GEBHART. 


The report was accepted, and the various suggestiogs . * 
adopted. 
It was also resolred, that the present committee be contin- 

_ ned until the next meeting of the General Synod, and at the 
— request of Rev. Dr. Sprecher, Rev. W. II. Harrison, of Cin- 

| cinnati, was appointed chairman of the committee. 
The committee on the Licensure System presented a report, 
through Rev. Dr. Schmucker, which was received and adopted. 


Report on the Licensure atem. 

The committee on the Licensure System respectfully report, that the ac- 
tion of this body requesting the several District Synods to take into con- 
sideration, and report their judgment on the proposed alteration or abo- 
lition of our Liceusure System, has been responded to by fifteen Synods. 

. Out of this number, all the Synods excepting three, have decided against 
a change. Your commiggee have to report the judgment of the church to 
E long established regulations on 


- 


this guhject. and therefore deem it unnecessary to enter on the discussion 
of the merits of the zubject, in this report, and propose the adoption of 
the following resolution: , | 
Reaolred, That the great majority of our Synods having expressed 
their judgment against any change in our Licensure System, your com- 
mittee be relgased from the further consideration of the subject. 

8. 8. SCHMUCKER, 

C. P. KRAUTH, 

B. KURTZ, 

J. G. MORRIS, 

: C. F. E. STOHLMAN. 


Rev. G. F. Krotel, from the committee to whom were com- 
mitted certain documents from the Kirehentag (Church Diet) 
which assembled at Lübeck, in the year 1856, presented the 
following report : 


Report on the German Kirchentag. 
The committee entrusted with certain documents from the German 
Kirchentag (Church Diet), assembled at Lübeck, Germany, in the year 
1856, respectfully report that the documents placed in their hands consist 


of a printed copy of the proceedings of the German Church Diet, as- 


sembled at Lübeck, in 1856, together with the following friendly letter 
of salutation, addressed by the Diet to the General Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in the United States of North America: 


«To the General Synod of the Erangelicel Lidtheran Church in the Uni- 
ted States, through the Preaident, the Rev. Augustus H. Lockman, 
Paxtor at York, Pennesylrania. 


Mot reepected Fathers and Brethren in the Lord :—In reply to our 
letter, dated May 22, 1855, which was written by the direction, and in 
the nathe of the Evangelical Church Diet, and was addressed to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania, although intended for 
you, the presiding officers of both Conventions sent us friendly letters, 
dated August 14, and September 18, of the same year. These we repor- 
tel to the meeting of the Church Diet, convened at Liibeck during the 
present year, and they exerted an essential influence in giving new life 
to the feelings of brotherly fellowship, of love and faith existing between 
us and our dear blood rel Rives beyond the ocean. This happy impres- 
sion was strengthened by the presence of three delegates of the German 
Reformed Synod of the United States, to which a similar letter of greet- 
ing had been addressed, and which, during its session in October, 1855, 
had resolved to send these personal representatives.. We take the liberty 
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to send you, with this, the proceedings of the last meeting of the Diet, 
and connect with it the following request! 

That your Convention, to be held during the coming spring, may be 
pleazed — to consider our desire, to establish a closer connection 
hetween the Evangelical Lutheran Chürch in the United States, and the 
mother church in the German Fatherland, in the mannes pointed out; 
and that you will be pleased to extend the right hand of brotherly love, 
and aid in all those undertakings which might promote this bond, and 
be for the good of the two sections of the church. . 

In this connection we refer to the contents of our letter of last year, 
and add to it the following informition :; 

We addressed an appeal to the various ecclesiastical authorities of 
Germany, calling upon them to make such arrangements that the emi- 
grants, (the majority of whom direct their eyes towards the C. States) 
when they are about to leave the congregation of their home, can be 
either dismissod by « formal religions service in the house of God, if 
there are 3 number of them, or by a special address from the minister. 
This appes! not only met with a favorable response in several Ger 
man States, but has also called forth, beyond the ocean, the correspond 
ing establishment of a formal public religious service for the reception 
of newly arrived emigrants, in the bosom of the German Reformed 
Church in North America, We believe, most honored fathers and breth- 
ren, that it was proper for us to give you this information, without in the 
least intending to forestall your deliherations, whether a similar arrange 
ment in your church might be feasihle and useful. 

The appointment of a general commission in Europe, which might 
advise emigrants concerning the choice of a place of settlement, both in 
domestic and in ecclesiastical respects? and which might correspond 
with a similar commission in North America, is a happy suggestion made 
by your worthy presiding officer. We should be glad to reduce it to 
practice, did not the great extent of the territory concerned in emigra- 
tion, and our own means, Emited as they are at this time, interpase in- 
superable obstacles, at least for the present. In the meantime, we shall 
continue, in connection with various kindred associations, by means of 

agents in the principal «exports, from which the emigrants set sail, 
supply them with Bibles and Tracts, and to assist them by supplying 
temporal and spiritual advice. It will awaken holy joy within you, to be 
informed that we have succeeded in Rotterdam, where many Germans 
reside, and a still greater number pass through in their migrations to 
transatlantic regions, in appointing an Evarſſelist, the candidate Oster. 
tag of Würtemburg, and thus laying the foundation of a German Evan- 
gelical church system, which promises to he a great hlessing to those two 
classes of German brethren, and, consequently, also 3 
of your conſession | in North America. 
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We took the liberty to remark in our former communication, that it 
may serve to render those gifts of the Spirit, which the Lord has bestow- 
ed upon the mother church in her Theological Seminaries, useful to the 
daughter church, if highly gifted, and truly believing young men of 
your church would, in greater numbers, attend these institutions, in order 
afterwards to labor as teachers in your seminaries, and facilitate the por. 
formance of the pastoral duties devolving upon you. At that time we 
already expressed our readiness to assist all such in the * of 
this object, in every way open to us. 

It gives us pleasure to be able to inform you to-day, that one of the 
members of the Central Committee has placed in our bands an 
annual stipend of one hundred Prussian dollars, for the support, dur- 
ing the prosecution of his studies in the mother land, of any young 
German American, who possesses the requisite talents and acquire- 
ments, and who desires to attend the lectures of some theological 
faculty of Germany, for the purpose of afterwards serving the church of 
his home, in the manner indicated above. This member makes such 
proposition to your church, to the German Reformed church of North 
America, and to the Ecclesiastical Union of the West; and, in case 
highly talented young men should be presented from different quarters, 
he leaves the selection to the Central Committee of Inner Missions of 
the Evangelical church, whose names are subscribed to this letter. It is 
also his wish that, in addition to the testimony concerning the good nat- 
ural talents, the needfal preliminary literary studies, and the living faith, 
which the respective ecclesiastical authorities will present, that the opin- 
ion of Prof. Dr. Schaff, of Mercersburg, Pa., who holds friendly relations 
to us, and who is fully acquainted with the present condition of theolo- 
gies] science in Germany, be also obtained. The person referred to also 
believes, that it would be exceedingly satisfactory to the brethren beyond 
the ocean, if the studies of the young man, 80 far removed from bome, 
were conducted and watched over by a theological member of the Cen- 
tral Committee, namely, the Court Chaplain and General Superintendent, 
Ds. Horruaxx. ; 

Should this offer be accepted by you, and the first experiment be 
erowned with success, the friend referred to has intimated the prospect, 
that he will set apart a perpetual stipend to this amount. The Central 
Committee has very willingly expressed its approbation of this plan, and 
nwaits your answer in reference to its execution. 

We further believe, that we should now inform you, that, 'accord- 
ing to the resolution just passed by the united Central Committees 
of the Church Diet, the next meeting will be held, God willing, in the 
year 1857, during the week from the 21st to the 25th of September, in 
Stuttgart, whence jt received a cordial invitation from the ecclesiastical 
and civil authorities. A personal or written salutation from you, dear 
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brethren, and a communication concerning the ſarther progress of your 
labors, would conduce to the blessing of our convention, and tend to 
strengthen the bond of love with which the Lord has bound us together. 
May the Lord our God pour out, abundantly, his spirit upon his 
evangelical church, both among us and you, in order that the textimony 
concerning his free grace in Christ Jesus, which he has entructed to her, 
way resound more and more clearly and harmoniously, to the salvation 
of many thousand souls, and to the honor of his own glorious name! 
Bunt Ax Hunnen, Dec. 20, 1856. 
The Central Committee for the Inner Mission of the German Evangel- 
ical Church. 
v. BETHMANN HOLLWEG, 
President. 
BIERNATZEIT, 
Secretary.” 
Your committee beg leave to propose to Synod the following reso- 


lations : 


I. Reaolred, That the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the United States has, with deep interest marked the history 
of the Evangelical Church Diet of Germany, and heartily rejoices in the 
evidences of true evangelical faith and loye exhibited in its proceedings. 


2. Resolved, That we cordially reciprocate the sentiments of brotherly 
love exhibited in the letter of salutation, and tender our heartfat ac- 
knowledgments for the generous offer it contains, 


3 Rexolred, That a committee be appointed to receive applications 
from young men, desirous of availing themselves of the scholarship of- 


ſered in this communication, and that they make a selection from among 
them. | 


4. Resolved, That the officers of this Synod be directed to gddress 
a letter of salutation to the Church Diet, in reply to this friendly com- 
munication. 

5. Resoleed, That members of this body be chosen during this meet- 
ing, to represent the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of the United States, at the next meeting of the Church Diet, to be held 
in the city of Stuttgart, eaſt... during the month of September, 
1857. 

G. F. KROTEL, 

C. P. KRAUTH, 

S. S. SCHMUCKER, 
C. F. E. STOHLMAN, 
J. G. MORRIS, 


The report was received and the resolutions adopted. 
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The committee appointed in accordance with the third re- 
solution are, Rev. Messers. S. 8, Schmucker, D. D., C. P. 
Krauth, D. D., J. G. Morris, D. D., C. F. en 
D., and G. F. Krotel. 

The delegation, chosen to represent the General Synod at 
the next meeting of the Church Diet, consists of Rev. Mes- 
«rs. C. F. E. Stohlman, D. D., G. F. Krotel, and C. P. 
Krauth, D. D., Mr. C. A. Morris and D. Luther, M. D. 


Rexzolved, That the letter from the Diet, as reported by 
the committee, be incorporated in the minutes of the Con- 
vention. 

Leave of absence for the remainder of the session was 
asked and obtained by Rev. A. A. Trimper and Messrs. Wi- 
sohg, Erdman, Musselman, Schneider, Dietz and Ockerhau- 
sen. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, the Synod elosed 
its session with prayer by Rev. D. Jenkins. 


SEVENTH SESSION 


Moxpay, 2 clock, P. N. 


The Synod re-assembled, and prayer was offered by Rev. 
C. C. Culler. ; 

The minutes of the preceding session were read and ap- 
proved. 

Rezolved, That whereas, the resolution with its preamble, 
in reference tothe Franckean and Tennessee Synods, adopted 
at the tenth Convention,of the General Synod, held at Cham- 
bersburg in 1839, is not in accordance with the spirit of our 
Constitution, Ny not the sentiment of this Convention, it be 
rescinded, 

Rev. Dr. Bomberger now delivered an address, in which 

he expressed the fraternal regard entertained by the body, he 
represented, for the Lutheran church, and presented interest- 
ing statements in reference td the condition and prospects of 
the German Reformed Church of this Vuntry. 
1 | 


address, and assured the delegate of our sincere reciproct- 
tion of the kind sympathy and good will expressed. The 
following resolution was also adopted : 


26 
Rev. Dr. Kurtz (who was in the Chair) re sponded to the 


Rezolved, That the Synod has heard with pleasure the in- 


teresting and highly favorable statements of Dr. Bomberger, 
and do most cheerfully and cordially reciprocate the kind and 


fraternal senfiments expressed by him. 
After prayer by Rev. J. J. Suman, the Synod adjourned. 


EIGHTH SESSION, 


Trxxpar, 9 o'clock, A. N. 


The session was opened with prayer by Rev. J. L. Schock. 

The minutes of the former session were read and approved. 

Rev. Dr. Rowland, delegate of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, presented his credentials and the 
Christian salutations of the body he represented. 

He was cordially welcomed, and invited to a seat as an 
advisory member. On motion, it was 


Rezolved, That the reports of delegates from other bodies 
to this Synod, and the reports of our own delegates to other 
ecclesiastical bodies, be made the order of, business on Wed- 
nesday morning at ten © 'clock. 


A letter from Dr. Gilbert, of Philadelphia, in reference to 
the Pastors' Fund, was received and referred to the Trustces 
of that Fund. 

Rev. Dr. Strobel, from the Committee on ' tho Lutheran 
Publication Society, presented the following report, which 
was accepted and adopted : 


Report on the Lutheran Publication Society. 


The Committee appointed ta recom mend the proper action in relation 
to the Publication Society, report that aſter the action of our last Con- 
vention, the subsequent response of the Society in its last report, and 
the resolution passed bygs yesterday, nothing more seems to be necessa- 


3 


ry than that the Society agree th an arrangement, by which this Synod 


shall, at each of its stated meetings, elect by ballot, two memV&rs of the - 


Board of Publication, who shall be ex officio members of the Publication 
Committee, to whom all books und pamphlets intended for publication 
shall be submitted for examination, and whose consent shall be necessary 
bo their publication. 


To facilitate your action, we recommend on the present occasion, the 
selection of Rev. C. A. Hay and Rev. G. F. Krote— 6 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. D. STROBEL, 
8.8. SCHMUCKER, 
A. H. LOCHMAN. 

The Synod then proceeded to elect by ballot, two members 
of the Board of Publication. 

Meer. G. Messersmith and C. A. Morris, and Rev. Mes- 
ers. F. Ruthrauf and J. Oswald were appointed tellers of tho 
cloction, who subsequently announced that Rev. C. A. Hay 
and Rev. G. F. Krotel were the choice of the Convention. 

The following resolution was presented and adopted: 

Rezolved, That it be recommended to the Board of Publi- 
cation to issue nh books devoted to the discussion of the ex- 
isting controversies of the church. 


Rezolved, That when the Synod adjourn, it re-assemble 
this afternoon immediately after the meeting of the Church 
Extension Socjety, and that the communication from the Lu- 
theran Publication SoRety, be made the first business in 
order. 


Rev. Messrs. D. J. Hauer and C. M. Klink, and Mr. S. 


Hyyett, at their request, were excused from further attend- 
ance upon the sessions of Synod. 


Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. S. W. Emery. 


NINTH SESSION. 


Tuxspax, 4 &elock, P. M. 


* The Synod convened, according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Rev. J. P. Cline. 
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The Committee from the Lutheran Board of Publication, 
publication of its Hymn Book, Liturgy and 
Fra {agony The whole, oubject, with the nocompa- 
nying documents, was referred to a special committee consist- 


ing of Rev. Messrs. A. II. Lochman, S. Sprecher, D. D., A. 
J. Karn and Messers. G. A. Barnitz and F. Smith. 


Rev. Dr. Rrobel, from the committee on mileage, present- 
ed a report which was, on motion, recommitted with instruc- 
tions to borrow whatever sum of money may be necessary to 
defray the expenses of the delegates to the General Synod. 

The sexsion closed with prayer by Rev. P. Andersen. 


TENTH SESSION. 


W ebxEEbarY, 9 o'clock, A. N. 


At the appointed hour the Chair was taken by the Presi- 
dent, and prayer offered by Rev. T. S. Boinest. 

Rev. W. M. Baum reported that the Lutheran Publication 
Society had acceded to the terms, and ratiſitd the union pro- 
posed by the General Synod. 

Mr. F. Gebhart, from the Committee appolnted to examine 
the accounts of the Treasurer and the Hyun Book Commit- 
tee, reported as follows : 


Report of the Auditing Committee. 


| Tho committes appointed to audit the account of the Treasurer of the 
Heneral Synod, and of the Hymn Book Committee, respectfully report 
that they have examined the same, and believe them to be correct. 
| F. GEBHART, 
F F. SMITH, 
K W. HUTTER. 


ig report was accepted. 


v. Dr. C. W. Schaeffer presented the report of the Com- 
2 on the State of the Church, which was received. 


Report on the State of the Church. 


The Committee on the State of the Church respectſully report that, as 
the statisties of the several Synods have been presented in their respect- 
ive minutes, and as a tabular statement of each one has been prepared 
for the use of the Secretary of this body, the committee were of opinion 
that their duty did not require them to devote any 3 of their report 
to a mere statistical exhibition. . 
They are called upon to endeayor to get forth the state of the church 
at large. They have, accordingly, addressed themselves to the consider- 
ation of #ubjects like the following : The increase of the church, whether 
in members or in congregations ; the intelligent zeal that may be exhib- 
td in the preaching of the word and the administration of the sacra 
ments; the condition of the Sunday School interest, and the attention 
bestowed upon the catechetical instruction of the young ; the labors aud 
reaults of pastoral visitation ; the revivals with which the Lord has caused 
his people to rejoice in him; the operations of benevolence; the rise and 
progress of our institutions of learning, and the general efforts made on 
the right hand and on the left, for the building up of the kingdom of 
God; the cries of importunity that urge us to send forth laborers into 


the field ; the necessities of our Scandinavian brethren in the West, and 
of our German brethren everywhere, and the many manifest indications 
that the Lord has not Veen unmindful of the work of faith and labor of 
love which the brethren have endeavored to show toward his name. 

The committee are happy to «tate that their inquiries into each of 
these snbjects, have been followed by results, all more or less gratifying. 

The increase of the church within the last two years, has been espect- 
ally noticed in the reports of a majority of the Synods, and as to those 
which have not so distinctly specified“ such results, yet the causes which 


almost invariably lead to such results, have been exhibited in their re- 


ports with remarkable prominence. In one Synod, e. g., though the in- 
crease is only remotely referred to, yet the Pastors are said to love their 
work, to be devoted, body, soul and spirit, to the cause of Home Missions, 
and the members, though many of them are poor, are said to be exhibit- 
ing a benevolence and zeal worthy of the highest praise and commenda- 
tion. In other Synods catechetical instruction has been uniformly main- 
tained, a high degree of zeal has been manifested in' works of benevo- 
lence, Sunday Schools have prospered to a wonderful extent, and all with 
the happtest results. Seeing then, that good works abound, even in those 
Synods, the reports of which have not distinctly speeified any particular 


increase, the committee feel at liberty to conclude that there has been a 


very encouraging incxease in every portion of our borders, a conclusion 
abundantly justified by the statistical tables furnished to the Secretary. 
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The reports of the several Synods do not, for obvious reagons, enter 
into the particulars of pastoral labor and fidelity, yet the state of this 
interest of the church may be clearly seen in the exhibition of certain 
other matters, the presence of which is a correct criterion of the fidelity 
with which the word and sacraments are administered. 

Catechetical instruction, e. g., is diligently maintained, not as a mere 
formal exercise, but as a blessed means of grace, by which the young 
may Be fully taught the way of life. In some places, where it had been 
neglected, and even abandoned, it has again secured that attention, on 
the part both of pagtors and people, to which it is so eminently entitle 
The Baptism of the children scems, indeed, to be growing in importance 
im the affectionate faith of many, and some quarters are mentioned, 
where the neglect of infant baptism, on the part of the parents, is treat- 
ed as a proper subject of discipline. Revivals have been enjoyed in er- 
ery quarter, many souls have been added to the Lord, and whilst the con- 
gregations have thus been largely increased, there is every reason to an- 
ticipate that the addition thus secured for the ranks of the ministry will 
not be a small one. Several of our colleges have enjoyed the Divine 
blessing upon the word, so that many precious youth now in these insti- 
tutions, are expected to answer the calls addressed to them on behalf of 
the ministry of reconciliation. Meetings for prayer are greatly increased, 
and devoutly attended. Certain of the Synods have endearored, and with 
the happiecst results, to encourage and carry out a system of pastoral vis- 
itation from bWuse to house. This, indeed, is everywhere acknowledged 
to be a part of our general system, but in the Synods referred to, it has 
been prosecuted with unwonted vigor. 

It is encouraging to observe the present state and» prospects of the 
geveral institutions of learning that have risen up under the fostering 
care of the District Synods. The kommittee mention Pennsylvania Col- 
lege, Illinois University, Wittenburg College, Roanoke College, Hartwick 
Seminary, Western Carolina Male Academy, the Female Seminaries at 
Lutherville, Hagerstown and Wytheville, as prospering under the divine 
blessing, and enjoying the pleasant prospect of much increase, and of 


an enlarged ability to exert an influence for good. The Wartburg Semi- 
nary, a new institution under the supervision of the Syndd of Northern 


Indiana, has had between fifty and sixty students, and is efficiently man- 
aged. The College at Newberry, South Carolina, is in a state altogether 
cheering. The corner-stoge of the new building, it is expected, will be 
laid in July next. Funds are in hand to complete the edifice, and steps 
have been taken to secure an ample endowment. Another institution 
for the training of young men, in their preparatory studies for the min- 
istry, has been established in Lelienople, Pe, which has fair prospects 
or nies. 


The committee could not fail to notice, from -the beginning, the loud 
and increaving demands that are made upon our ministry, as the result, 
partly of the growing immigration to our borders, and partly of the Di- 
vine blessing upon the faithful labors of those already in the field. The 
harvest is great. Germans abound in most of our cities, and in many 
of our rural districts. The Scandinavians are occupying extensive re- 
gions, and are giving the impress of their own character to entire States 
of the West. 

But for all these wide and i inviting fields, already white for the harvest, 
the laborers are few, and we are pained to observe that, as a consequence, 
many, very many who might be permanently secured for our church, are 
exposed to all the dangers of fanaticism and of worldly distractions, be- 
cause no one seems to care for their souls. Yet the cause of Beneficiary 
education is engaging much attention. Many Synods address themselves 
particularly to the work of sceking out young men, and furnishing them 
with the ments necessary to prosechte their preparatory studies. 

References have also been made to the influences df a worldly spirit, 
in checking the ardor of the charch, and curbing the operations of her 
ministry. But this formidable difficulty has been met, even in the regions 
of its greatest strength, by the increased diligence and faithfulness of 
the pastors, and of believing brethren already in the field. 

Nothing has been said about the pecuniary support extended to the 
ministers of the word. Pastors modestly refrain from any allusiou to 
this subject in their several reports, but the impression is a very strong 
one, that if all the eirtumstances of the case were related, there would 
appear to be abundant reason for the, General Synod's attempting, in its 
collective capacity, to recommend an increased attention to this matter, 
throughout every portion of the Church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


C. W. SCHAEFFER, D. JENKINS, 

A. H. LOCHMAN, J. G. BUTLER, 
J. L. Schock, X. B. LIT ALR, 
A. J. KARN, S. SPRECHER, 
J. R. KEISER, W. G. KEIL, 

W. GERHART, S. L. HARKEY, 
A. R. RUDE, | D. S. ALTMAN, 
H. BAKER, W. A. PASSAVANT, 
L. E. ALBERT, P. GLENN, 

P. ANDERSEN, D. SMITH, 

J. RUGAN, E. HAWKINS, 
H. ZIEGLER, A. A. TRIMPER. 


In connexion with the report, the following resolutions 
were introduced and adopted: 


That though Christians should pray habitually, 
and that the Lord of the harvest will send forth more laborers 
into the harvest, yet in grateful remembrance of the signal 
marks of Divine power upon the observance of special season 
of prayer, this Synod recommend most earnestly that the last 
Thursday of February, of every year, be observed by the 
churches as a day of prayer for the blessing of. God upon 
the work of the ministry, especially in its relation to the bap- 
tized children of the church, and for the outpouring of the 
Spirit of God upon the youth of the land, particularly those 
who are in a course of training in the various institutions of 
learning of our country and the world. 


Rexolved, That the churches in connexion with the General 
Synod be recommended to observe our regular ecclesinstica] 
festivals, in commemoration of the fundamental facts of our 
religion, viz: Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension 
Day and Whit-Sunday, in the hope and persuasion that, by 


the Divine blessing, they will be found to be, as they have 
often proved, oceasions of reviving to our congregations, 


Nesolred, That whilst we rejoice in the evidences of in- 
ereased liberality in our churches, yet in view of the ever 
increasing wants of the church, we urge upon the attention of 
our district Synods, the importance of systematic benevolence, 
and that all our pastors be earnestly requested, for the Mas- 
ter's sake, to give to every member of their -churches the 
opportunity to contribute something for the glory of God, by 
presenting · the various objects of church benevolence publicly 
and prominently from the pulpit. * 4 

Rev. A. II. Lochman, President of the Board of Vitrectirs 
of the Gettysburg Theological Seminary, presented a report 
Which was received and ordered to be printed in the minutes, 
with some additional statisties to be furnished by the Chair- 
man of the Faculty. 


33 
Report on the Gettyshurg Theological Seminary. © 


Wurnzas, at the last meeting of the Board of Directors of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Gettysburg, there was not a quorum present, and 
consequently no committee could be appointed to report to this body: 
and, whereas, a report of the state and condition of the Seminary is re- 
quired to be made to the General Synod, I feel it my duty, as President, 
merely to bring the matter before Synod. I am happy in being able to 
state that the financial affairs are in a prosperous condition, and beeom- 
ing more so every year, The sum invested is rising of thirty thousand 
dollafs, and if constantly bearing interest, would meet the salaries of the 
Professors. Being loaned out in moderate sums, there is annually some 

« portion of it repaid, and until reinvested, lying idle. This will be reme- 
died by the late resolution of the Board, instructing the Treasurer to in- 
vest all sums thus repaid, in ground-rents in Philadelphia, which are per- 
maneut, and never fluctuate, always yielding six per cent. on the par 
value. 

It affords me pleasure to state that the Professorships are all ably 
filled, and the duties of the Professors regularly attended to. 

The German Proſessorship in Pennsylvania College, funded by the 
Synod of Pennsylvania, has been filled by the election of Rev. C. 
F. Schaeffer, D. D. As this Professor is to divide his time equally be- 
tween the College and Seminary, directing his efforts in the former In- 
stitution to teaching the German language, and in the latter also to giv- 
ing instruction in some of the theological branches in the German lan- 
guage exclusively; it may reasonably be expected, that something more 
will be accomplished on behalf of the German stadents. 

It is, however, to be regretted, that whilst the advantages offered by our 
Institution are so numerous And important, the number of students has 
not increased, and falls far short of the necessities of the church. It 
hecomes a solemn duty for our Synods to inquire, why it is that so few of 
the professedly pious youth in all parts of our church, are found willing 
to consecrate their lives to the service of Gdd in the ministry. Let pro- 
ſessing parents inquire whether the influences thrown around their child- 
ren in the family circle, are directed mainly to fix their attention on 
heaven or earth; whether they are cherishing habits and desires in their 
children, calculated to encourage them to self-dedication to the sacred 
office, or to deter them from it. And let our churches inquire why it is 
that so ſew of their members are willing to consecrate their lives to God 
in the work of the ministry, whilst the number of laborers is so utterly 
inadequate to the extent of the field. Is it the low state of piety in the 
churches, or the scanty support so extensively given to those who conse- 
crate themselves to the service of our churches, or the neglect of. calling 


5 


0 the attention of pious youth with zufſicient frequency to the want of 


ministers; or is it owing to all these causes combined ? But whatever * 
be the cause jt is certainly to be lamented that whilst our Institutions 
are prepared to teach five times their present number of students, with. 
out any additional expense, the Church herself should be onfforing for 
want of ministers, to say nothing of her obligations of aggressive move- 
ments on the unevangelized world. 

We are happy to know that the missonary spirit is actively at work in 
our Seminary, Two of our Alumni, Messers. Unangst and Long, expect 
shortly to repair to India, to supply the place of the lamented Mr. Gunn, 
and to be colaborers with those devoted brethren now laboring in, that 
field. 

On the whole, when we reflect that our institution has educated up* 
wards of three hundred ministers, many of whom are now among the 
most useful and prominent men in all parts of our church, we have rea- 
son to bless God for the past, and trust in him for the future destiny of 


our Seminary. | 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. H. LOCHMAN. 


Rev. A. Essick, Chairman of the committee on our Liter- 
ary and Theological Institutions, reported as follows: 
Report on our Literary and Theological Tnstitutions. 


The Committee on the Literary and Theological Institutions under the 
patronage and direction of our church, beg leave to preseut the following 
general report: 

Penneylrania College, Geltysburg, has been in existence twenty-five 
years, during which period it has not only done great things for the 
Church, but exerted an important influence in other, directions. It is the 
parent of nearly all our other literary institutions having educated, in 
most instances, the men who are conducting their operations. Between 
two and three thousand young men have enjoyed the advantages of in- 
struction afforded by this College, who are now filling important spheres 
of usefulness in almost every State of the Union, and some are laboring 
in distant climes. Two hundred and forty-two graduates have been sent 
forth, of whom one hundred and fifty-four have either been licensed to 


preach.the Gospel, or are now in a course of preparation for that work. 


Few Colleges have sent forth so many ministers, in proportion to their 
number of graduates. Its claims upon the church cannot be too highly 
estimated. The number of students in attendance is about one hundred 
and thirty. 

Hartwick Seminary, N Y.—The Institution at Hartwick has been at. 
tended with gratifying success since its condition was last reported to- 


this body. During the past Academie year there have been connected . 
with the Seminary, one hundred and twenty students, of whom sixteen 
are in the theological department. It chould be understood, that to those 


preparing for the ministry in the Lutheran church, tuition is free, through 
their ela«sical as well as theological course. 


Wittenberg College, Spring field, Ohio, is in a condition very similar 
to that reported two years ago, except that the prospects of a permanent 
endowment have been somewhat improved; and it may stimulate others 
to do likewize, to State that the following are some of the subscriptions 
of our Western brethren, besides the hundreds they had given before ;— 
J. D. Martin gives £2000; Peter Graff 1000; a brother in Cincinnati 

000; Frederick Gebhart 1000; Simon Gebhart 1000; Alexander Geb- 
hart 1000; Jocah Gebhart 1000; Frederick Ramelsberg 1000; Samuel 
Startzmans 1000; Michael Culler 1000; Lewis Hershberger 1000. How 
won would all our insitutiohs be endowed, if our brethren generally 
were to maniſest the same liberality. 


Illinois State Unirervity. —This Institution promises abundantly to 
realize the expectations of its friends. Like most of our educational 
enterprises its history is marked by difficultzes and embarrassments that 
«everely tried the courage and fidelity of its friends, But it has survived 
thus far, and now looks wifh confidence to a cheering future. A debt of 
fifteen thoutand dollars has seriously threatened its existence, but an 
effort of a little more than two months, has secured subsenptions to the 
amount of eight thousand dollars towards the liquidation of this debt. 
This sum was obtained mostly from its friends in the Lutheran Church 
in Illinois, who rallicd around it with liberal hands in its hour of need. 

Although not possessed of all the means and facilities of some other 
Instüutions in the West, it is, nevertheless, securing a place in the esteem 
of the people at large, as is manifest from the attendance of constantly 
increasing numbers of students from abroad. 

During the current collegiate year, abvut one hundred and thirty stu- 
dents have been connected with this Institution, fifteen of whom are 
studying with a view to the christian ministry. 


Newberry College and Theological Seminary.—Since the last meeting 
of the General Synod, the resolutions which were then reported as having 
been passed by the Synod of South Carolina and cp States, have 
been in the main carried into effect, and the classical and theological 
Seminary of Lexington, S. C., has now received the title of Newberry 
College and Theological Seminary. The location has been changed to 
the town of Newberry, and a College charter has been obtained from tle 
Legislature of the State. The transfer of the Seminary has, however, 
not yet been made, but will be, so 800n as suitable buildings are prepared 
for it at its intended place of location. 
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expectations. 
containing fifty acres of land, a the cost of $2,500, and have entered 


| The new College enterprise is sncceeding beyond our most 
i The trustees have secured a fine site for the 


8angvine 
building, 


into a contract for the erection of u large and commodious college 
edifice, for the sum of $18,000 ; to meet which they have subscriptions 
and pledges to the amount of near $23,000. 

Operations have already been commenced preparatory to laying the 
corner-stone of the building, which, it is expected, will take place in 
June; and it is hoped that, by the blessing of Heaven upon our humble 
undertaking, ere the next Convention of this body skall be held the new 
institution will be in active operation. 


* Roanoke College —Roanoke College is located in the beautiful town 
of Salem, Roanoke county, Virginia, immediately on the Virginia and 
Tennessce Railroad, which extends through the State and connects with 

the great © Northern route.“ Although it has to contend with all the 
older and well endowed colleges of the State, it has prospered beyond 
the most sanguine expectation of its warmest friends. During the last 
session its students numbered over oue hundred, and the number has 
been increasing every session since it was chartered. The surg of $5,000 
which it coutemplates raizing within the State alone, is increasing rap- 
idly. About $1200 have been raised in the Western part of the State 
already.” The wings of the main building are up, and present a beauti- 
ful appearance. 


Central College of ha, located at Des Moines. This institution was 
organized in May, 1855, The charter was procured in November of the 
same year. The College edifice was commenced in May, 1856. It is 
eighty-two feet long, and forty-two feet deep,'and will be under roof in 
October next; at which time it is expected that the school will com- 
mence active operations. The Rev. R. Weiser is President. No other 
teachers have been appointed. 


Western Carolina Male Academy. This institution, located at Mount 
Pleasant, North Carolina, was founded in 1854, and is under the spper- 
vision of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North Carolina. The ob- 
ject of this institution is to elevate the standard of education in that part 
of the Lutheran Church, and to affard the necessary facilities for the in- 
tellectual qualification of young men designing to enter the ministry ; 
and it is contemplated to change it into a College, as soon as the requi- 
site means are at hand. The institution is located in a healthy, wealthy, 
and liberal community, and its steady progress for the two years since it 
has been in operation, is a sufficient guarantee of its future success. The 
Academy edifice is a neat and substantial, three story, brick building, 
seventy- ive feet by forty, with rooms to acconimodate fiſty students; 


37 
rooms, Ac. A Professor's house has also been erected. One Proſcssor - 
chip bas been endowed, and efforts are now making to endow another. 
A plan is also on foot now, by the mothers and daughters of the church, 
to rio one thousand dollars for a Chemical and Philosophical Apparatus. 
The number of students in attendance during the last year, has been 


sixty-five, 


Female Seminary at Hagersoun, Md.— This institution i is in a pros · 
perous condition. The number of boarders has greatly increased. The 
Seminary is well organized. The course of instruction is thorough, and 
the progress of the pupils very commendable. This enterprise has been 
greatly blesscd of God, and it is hoped that it may continue to share in 
the Divine favor, and in the patronage of the church. 


Lulherrille Female Seminary, Md.—This institution continues to be 
in successful operation. It is now in the sixth session, or the last of the 
third academic year. The average number of scholars is about sixty- 
five, of whom sixty are boarders, and the gross annual income is about 
, twelve thousand dollars, The room in the Seminary building, which 
had been used for divine worship, having become too Small, a neat church 
has been built in the village of Lutherville, adjoining the Seminary 
grounds, which will be consecrated and opened for use very shortly. 


Wytherille Female College, —This institution for the education of 
young ladies, is located in the town of Wrtheville, Va., and is easy of 
access by railroad and stages from all parts of the State. It has capa- 
cious buildings, *ufticient to accommodate a large number of pupils, who 
can board jn the building, and be constantly under the eye of the teach- 
ers. The course of instruction is thorough, embracing four years, though 
pupils may be entercd at any time. It has also a juvenile department 
under its direction. And although it has not yet existed two years, it 
numbers ninety pupils. It is under the control of a board of intelligent 
directors, who intend to make it a school of the very highest order, a 
majority of whom are members and ministers of the Lutheran church. 


The Infirmary. —This hospital for the relief of the sick is located at 
Pittsburg, Pa., and is under the entire control and government of the 
Institution of Deaconesses, an incorporated body, composed of members 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Since its humble commencement 
in 1849, up to this timey it has received upwards of two thousand pa- 
tients within its walls, more than two-thirds of whom have been cared 
for, *without money and without price.” The benefits of the institution 
are free alike to the suffering of every creed, color and country—and no 
discrimination is tolerated, in favor of one class oyer another. The moral 
and spiritual results of this charity, so far as they can be ascertained 
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confirm the belief, that the offices of merey in connection 
— ere topo have produced and revived impressions for 
good, which time can never cfface, and instances are of encouraging fre- 
queney, which awaken the hope, that many u sinful wanderer from God 
has been reclaimed, and that many a chafed and sorely tried disciple has 
been restored, and enabled to die in Christ and in pence. 

It may yet be necessary to add, that the institution has no veated 
funds, but supports its large family of sick wholly from the voluntary 
donations of individfals. | 
Tie Orphans Home —This institution, designed for the care and ed- 
ueation of the fatherless children of the Church, is likewise located at 
Pittsburg, Pa. A temporary building has been rented, and thirty girls 
and small boys find a home and Chrigtian training, under the excellent 
care of the ladies of the Deacouesses institution. It is proposed to 
teach the girls suitable trades, aud thus qualify them for usefulness and 
respectability in life, while the boys will be sent to the. farm-school, 20 
soon as they arrive at the proper age. The institution labors under 
mauy disadvantages, for want of a capacious and suitable house of its 


own, and it is earuestly hoped that the Lutheran Church in this country 


will, ere long, enable the managers to purchase ground and erect an edi- 
tice for this purpose, which shall be equal to the wants of an ever4n- 
creasing family of orphan children. 


The Orphans Farm School —This institution, designed r 
for boys above the age of ten, is located at Zelienople, Butler Co., Pa., 
where it possesses a small farm and suitable buildings, for its peculiar 
organization. The boys are divided into families of ten each, at the 
head of each of which is plated a young man preparing for the ministry, 
who sustains to them the relation of an elder brother, and seeks 10 lead 
them to the love and practice of that which i is right. The day is divided 
in such a manner, that the hours of instruction are sueceeded by those 
of labor and recreation, and all are required to work a specified number 


of hours daily, cither on the farm or in the shops. The boys remain un-, 


til their twenty-first year, so that they go forth, not buly familiar with 
religious principles, but with an occupation suited to their mental and 
Physical capacities. When the present heavy liabilities against the insti- 
tution are cancelled, and the necessary worksbops are erected and fur- 
nished, it is believed that the earnings of the boys will be nearly suffi- 
cieut for their support. The present number of orphans is thirty. 
OY submitted. 


A. ES SICK, J. R. DREGE, 
L. STERNBERG, C. P. KRAUTH, 
F E. MILLER, R. WEISER, 
8 | T. S. BOINEST, W-/GERHART, 
M. L. STOEVER, S. SPRECUER. 


H. BISHUP, 


The report was receiyed and ordered to be printed in the 
minutes. 

In accordance with the order of business previously adop- 
ted, Rev. Dr. Rowland, delegite of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, was invited to address the Syn- 
od. He presented an interesting report of the prosperity of 
the church he represented, with the assurance of the kind 
sympathy of his constituents, and of their desire to coGperate 
with us in the great work of extending the Redeemer's king- 

The President of the Synod responded to the address, cor- 
dially reciprocating the friendly sentiments expressed. 

The following resolution was also proposed and adopted: 


Rezolved, That we have heard with much pleasure, Dr. 
Rowland's representations of the condition and encouraging 
prospects of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, of the Christian sympathy entertained by that large 
and respectable body for our Lutheran Zion, and of their 
desire to coGperate. with us in the extension of Christ's king- 
dom, and the promotion of vital godliness; that we most 
cordially reciprocate their kind feelings and friendly. wishes, 
and will gladly unite with them in a Christian correspondence, 
and in their prayers and efforts for the advancement of the 
best interests of the church of our common Lord and Re- 
deemer. 


Reports of Delegates to Corresponding Bodies. 
Rev. F. R. Anspach submitted the following report: 


Report of the delegate to the Synod of the German Reform- 
ed Chureh. 


The delegate appointed to attend the meeting of the General Synod of 
the German Reformed Church, respectfully reports, that in view of the 
fact that the Maryland Synod met at the same time that the above body 
was assembled, he could not personally meet them. Brother Eyster, of 
Chambersburg, being alternate, and residing in the place of their meet- 
ing, attended their sessions; he was cordially received, and exchanged 


— * 


—— 2 4. * us % 
A 3 8 3 —_ * : a 1 4 LL AP A'%- 
n = | N p *k 4 * 
That 3 a 0 WHILE . A 
o 
"> = ” < 


- I * ———— ** &* 


”—_ OY * % 1 
2 vw 


33 


— on 
* ——_ a. = 


4 * 
p - 


2 


* 


* 


— . 


1 


— 2 
D 


r 4 
"> 
N 


: 5 We BZ 4 Lode * 2 


the enen ſiendly and Chrintan Suess and that body appointed the 
Rev. Dr. Bomberger delegate to this body. 
: | OY TR 


F. R. ANSPACH. 
The report was accepted. 
The Rev. Dr. Strobel reported as follows : | 


Report of the delegate to the General Azzembly of the 
Pres#byterian Church. 


Having been appointed delegate to the last General Azzembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, I was present at the Appointed time, and cordially 
received. The proceedings have long since been made public, and 1 
need only to refer to the fact, that a desire was expressed for a continu- 
ance of this correspondence, by the appointment of a delegate to attend 


this Convention. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. D. STROBEL. 


The report was accepted. 
Rev. Dr. Harkey presented the following report: 


Report of the Committe in correspondence with the Evan- 
| g9elical Union of the Weat. 

The undersigned were appointed to correspond with the Evangelical 
Union of the West. A letter was written to that body, which met with 
a friendly reception, and a delegate was appointed to meet with us at the 
present time. He has, however, been unable to attend, but has written 
a letter of salutation, which has been received by us, and placed in the 
hands of the Committee on Correspondence. We hope that our friendly 
correspondence with these brethren will be continued. 

Respectſully submitted, 2 
8, W. HARKEY, 
W. J. MANN. 
The report was accepted. 
Rev. Dr. Pohlman, from the Committee on Eeelesiastical 
Correspondence, presented the following report, which was 


received and the suggestions adopted: 
Report on Ecelesiaatical Correspondence. 


The Committtee on correspondence with other ecelesiastical bodies 
respectfully report, that the only documents put into their hands were the 
acts and proceedings of the Synod of the German Refortned Church in 
the United States, at Reading, 1856, and a fraternal letter addressed to 
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this Synod by the Rev. A. Boltzer, President of the Evangelical Ghurch. 
Union of the West. 

From the minutes of the German Reformed Synod, it appears that 
this large and regpectable branch of the Church of Christ, continues to 
labor, in its appropriate sphere, with commendable zeal and energy. 
There is nothing in their proceedings particularly refefring to this Synod, / 
save the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Bomberger as their delegate, whom 


we have had the pleasure of receiving at our present session, and to 
whose fraternal greetings our hearts have 80 cheerfully responded. 


From the letter of the President of the Evangelical Church Union of 
the Wext, it appears that a delegate had been appointed to attend this 
Convention, but being unable to fulfil his appointment, and no provision 
having been made to meet such a contingency, the President felt it his 
duty to «end this letter pf greeting, in which he gives expression to the 
kind and fraternal feelings entertained for this body by the Church 
Union, 

From this communication we also gather the following information : 
The Church Union, at the present time, numbers forty-four ordained 
pastors, and twelve evangelical congregations, represented by delegates. 
Its field of labor extends over the States of Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, In- 
diana and Kentucky. About one hundred parishes have been formel, 
and are supplied with the word and sacraments by members of the Union, 
and these churches are generally charactetsed by a living faith and a 
holy walk and comersation. ; 


The Union has had a Theological Seminary in operation in Missouri 
during the past seven years, which has annually sent forth several labor- 
ers into the vineyard of the Lord, It now contains fifteen pupils, sever- 
al of whom will receive ordination at the next annual Conference, to be 
held on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday, at Evansville, Indiana. 


The Union has commenced the erection of a college building, which 
they hope will be finished in a few weeks, and be opened for the recep- 
tion of pupils in the autumn. 


Their Evangelical Catechism, which was first published in 1847, has 
now reached its fifth edition, and they have, during the present year, 
issued an Evangelical Liturgy. 

Wich the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, we have now 
been in correspondence for twelve years, and every interchange of dele- 
gates only strengthens the conviction expressed at its commencement, 
that jt would draw more closely the bonds of christian union, and 80 
level the mountains and elevate the valleys of sectarianism, as to prepare 
the way of the Lord in his coming to millennial glory.” We rejoice to- 
day to greet a delegate from that large and influential body of christians, 
and tender to him our christian salutations and brotherly love. . 


"TREE. 
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In this connection we would suggest to the General Synod the propri- 
ety of opening a correspondence with our blood relations, the brethrea 
of the Moravian Church, and recommend the appointment of Rev. G. F. 
Krotel and Rev. A. H. Lochman as delegates to their Synod to effect \_ 
this object. 

We also recommend the appointment of the following delegates to ro- 
present the General Synod in the several ccclesiastical bodies in corres- 


pondence with us: 


To the General Awembly of the Presbyterian Church —Rev? I. N. 
Pohlman, D. D., Primarius ; Rev. J. L. Schock, Alternate. 
To the Senad of the German Reformed Church Rev. E. W. Hutter, 
Primarius; Rev. B. M. Schmucker, Alernat-, 
To the Evangelical Church Union of the West—Rer. W. H. Harrison, 
Primarins ; D. Smith, Alternate. 
Respectfully submilted, 
. H. N. POHLMAY, 
A. H. LOCHMAN, 
J. R. KEISER, 
J. Z. SENDERLING, 
J. C. DU x. 


. Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. Dr. Rowland. 


9 
ELEVENTH S$ESSION: 


Wroxrsbax, 2 o'clock, P. M. 


The Convention re-assembled. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. C.-C. Culler. 

The minutes of the preceding session were read and ap- 
proved. 

Rev. A. H. Lochman, from the Committee fo whom was 
referred the proposition of the Lutheran Publication Society, 


made a report which was received and, after some discussion, 


the whole subject was disposed of by the adoption « the, fol- 
lowing resolution : | 

Nesolved, That a Hymn Book Committee of five laymen 
be nominated and elected by ballot, to enter into a contract 
for the publication of the Hymn Book for the next two years, 
on terms most favorable to the General Synod, provided that 
these terms be not less favorable than those offered by the 


Board of Publication, giving the preference, however, if it 
enn be done consistently with the interests of the Synod, to 
a Lutheran publisher: also that youchirs be required from 
the publisher for the number of copies sold. 

The Synod then proceeded, in accordance with the resolu- 
tion adopted, to glect the Hymn Book Committee. Rev. 
Messrs. L. E. Albert, J. Oswald.and N. B. Little, and Mes- 
ers. F. Gebhart and J. Weidman were appointed tellers, who 
reported as the result, the election of the following gentle- 
men: W. A. Wisong, of Baltimore, Dr. D. Luther, of Phil- 
adelphia,, J. Baer, of Lancaster, I. Sulger, of Philadelphia, 
and Dr. H. H. Muhlenberg, of Reading. 

Rev. Dr. Strobel, from the committee on mileage, submit- 
ted the following report, which was received and adopted : 


Report on Mileage. 


The committee on mileage beg leave to report, that the Treasurer has 
put at their command $1300, a sum by no means adequate to meet the 
expenses of this body. It has been necessary, therefore, to make a tem- 
porary loan of $1000, to be assumed by the parties, obtaining the Hymn 
Book contract. With this we have been able to pay all claimants for 
mileage, amounting to $2,286. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. p. STROBEL, 
I. SULGE 
J. F. SCHIRMER, 
% L. HARKEY, . 
C. KUGLER. 

The Synod then proceeded to decide, by ballot, the place 
and time for the next meeting of the General Synod. Invi- 
tations were presentgd from Pittsburg, Pa., Washington, D. 
C. rand DesMoines, Iowa. On counting the votes, it was as- 
certained that Pittsburg had been selected as the place, and 
the third Thursday of May, 1859, as the time for the next 
Convention of the General Synod. 

The following resolutions were presented and adopted : . 


Rezolved,” That the President be directed to express, at 
such time and place us may be convenient, to the Pastors, 


Churches, and citizens of Reading, the high sense entertained 
by this body of their generous hospitality, and the grateful 
recollections we shall continue to cherish of the many kind- 
nesses we have enjoyed at their hands. 


Rezolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to the 
Officers of the several Railroad Companies, whose favor we 
have enjoyed, in the facilifies and accommodations afforded 
us in our attendance upon this Convention. 


A plan was presented by General Weidman, in reference 
to the publication and distribution of the present and past 
minutes of the General Synod, which was referred for con- 
sideration to the Board of Publication. 


Rezolved, That two thousand copies of the proceedings of 
this Convention be published, under the direction of the Sec- 
retary, and distributed in the usual manner. 


Rezolved, That one thousand copies of an abstract of the 
proceedings, in the German language, be published under the 
direction of Rev. Dr. C. F. Schaeffer. 


Nesolred, That members of this body desiring extra, copies 
of the minutes, inform the Secretary of the fact, and that he 
make arrangements to supply them at the cost price. 


Revolved, That the Synod now adjourn to meet again this 
evening at eight o'clock. 


Prayer by Rev., N. P. Aldrich. 


TWELFTH SESSION. 


Wroxrspe, 8 velock, P. M. 


The President in the Chair. Prayer by Rev. E. Miller. 
The minutes of the previous session were read and ap- 
proved. 


Nesolved, That authors in our church be requested to for- 
ward copies of their several works to the Co nding Sec- 
retary of the Foreigu Missionary Sogety, that they may 
become a part of the Missionary Library in India. 
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Neaol no, That the Secretary be authorized to deposit in 
the Library of the Historical Society, the manuserjpt minutes 


of the General Synod, and also the copy of the Liturgy pre- 
sented to this body by the Synod of Pennsylvania. x 

Rezolved, That the Secretary append to the minutes of 
this Convention, the proceedings of the several general Socie- 
ties of the Church, which have held their meetings 2 tho 
sion of the General Synod. 


Rezolved, That the thanks of this Convention be ded 
to the Editors -of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, for 
giving in their columns so full and interesting a report of the 
proceedings of this Convention. 


Rezolved, That the thanks of the Synod be likewise ten- 


dered to Mr. McCarter, the Reporter of the Evening Bulle- 
tin, for the excellent and impartial manner, with whichſhe has 
reported the proceedings. 


Rexolved, That the thanks of the Synod be presented to 
the Officers of the Convention, for the attention and imparti- 
ality with which they have discharged their duties. 


Resolved, That the Synod now adjourn to meet again in 
the city of Pittsburg, in the Lutheran Church, under the pas- 
toral care of Rev. C. P. Krauth, on the third Thursday of 
May, 1859. 

The Synod then, after engaging for a season in religious 
exercises, in which Rev. Dr. Pohlman and the President con- 
ducted the . adjourned with the Apostolic benedic- 
tion. 

"M. L. STOEVER, 
: Secretary. 


: 
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Churches, and citizens of Reading, the high sense entertained 

by this body of their generous hospitality, and the grateful 
recollections we shafl continue to cherish of the many kind- 
nesses we have enjoyed at their hands. 


Rexolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to the 
Officers of the several Railroad Companick, whose favor we 
have enjoyed, in the facilities and accommodations afforded 

us in our attendance upon this Convention. 

A plan was presented by General Weidman, in reference 
to the publication and distribution of the present and past 
minutes of the General Synod, which was referred for con- 

- sideration to the Board of Publication. 


Rezolved, That two thousand copies of the proceedings of 
this Convention be published, under the direction of the Sec- 
retary, and distributed in the usual manner. 


| * Rezolved, That one thousand copies of an abstract of the 
1 4 proceedings, in the German language, be published under the 
4: direction of Rev. Dr. C. F. Schaeffer. 
Rezolred, That members of this body desiring extra, copies 
of the minutes, inform the Secretary of the fact, and that he 
1 13 55 make arrangements to supply them at the cost price. 
0 . Rezolved, That the Synod now adjourn to meet again this 


evening at eight o'clock. 
+ Prayer by Rev., N. P. Aldrich. 


TWELFTH SESSION. 


5 i : WepxrsDa, 8 velock, P. M. 

* The President in the Chair. Prayer by Rev. E. Millet. 

„ The minutes of the previous session were read and ap- 
f proved. 


Nesolved, That authors in our church be requested to for- 
ward copies of their several works to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary of the Foreign Missionary Sodiety, that they may 
become a part of the Missionary Library in India. 
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Rezolvell, That the Secretary be authorized to deposit in 
the Library of the Historical Society, the manuserjpt minutes 
of the General Synod, and also the copy of the Liturgy pre- 
sented to this body by the Synod of Pennsylvania. 

Rezolved, That the Secretary append to the minutes of 
this Convention, the proceedings of the several general Söcie- 
ties of the Church, which have held their meetings — the 
Sensi of the General Synod. _ 


Rezolved, That the thanks of this Convention be nd 
to the Editors »of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, for 
giving in their columns so full and interesting a report of the 
proceedings of this Convention. 


Rezolved, That the thanks of the Synod be likewise ten- 
dered to Mr. MeCarter, the Reporter of the Evening Bulle- 
tin, for the excellent and impartial manner, with which he has 
reported the proceedings. 

Rexolved, That the thanks of the Synod be presented to 
the Officers of the Convention, for the attention and imparti- 
ality with which they have discharged their duties. 


Resolved, That the Synod now adjourn to meet again in 
the city of Pittsburg, in the Lutheran Church, under the pas- 
toral care of Rev. C. P. Krauth, on the third Thursday of 
May, 1859. 

The Synod then, after engaging for a season in religious 
exercises, in which Rev. Dr. Pohlman and the President con- 
dueted the . adjourned with the Apostolic benedic- 


tion. 


NM. L. STOEVER, 


" Secret fary. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 


The Foreign Missionary Society - of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of the United States, assembled in St. Mat- 
thew's Church, Reading, Pa., on the 18th of May, 1857. 

In the absence of the President, Rev. Dr. Baker, the Chair 
was taken by Rev. Dr. Morris, one of the Vice-Presidents. 
After uniting in singing From Greenland's icy mountains,” 
prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Reynolds. An opportunity 
was then given to those present to pay in their annual contri- 
butions. A large number responded to the-invitation. 

Rev. J. Z. Senderling, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Society, read the Biennial report of the Executive Comment. 
tee, which | was adopted. 


Report the Erecutive Committee. 


At no time in the history of our mission, have the Executive Commit- 
tee been more encouraged, than at the present. Twice during that brief 
history, have our operations been near the point bf suspension; once, 
when brother Gunn was alone in the field, and again, during the last bi- 
ennial period. This is attributable, not to any unusual obstructions in 
the field, not to any loss of territory, or any diminution in the mission 

churches or schools, not to any decline of intgrest on the part of the na- 

tives, or any failure in patronage from English Residents; but simply 
and entirely to the failure in the health of the laborers in the field. If 
blame is due anywhere, let it fall upon the churches who have failed to 
send out the timely reinforcement. The crisis is, however past, and a 
faithful God has declared in our favor. We gratefully acknowledge his 
merciful interposition ; ſreely and heartily ascribe all the glory to his 
excellent name. 

It is due to.the Society and the churches whose agents we are, to pre- 
sent a detailed statement of the return of our missionary brghren, and 
of the immediate causes of their return. 

Brother Heise's return to Germany, after an absence of more than ten 
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years, during which time he labored most conscientiously aud faithſully 
at his post, will never be the subject of regret to any, either in Germany 
or in this country. Still, it is our duty to state that it was with great re- 


luetance, and after much entreaty from our missionaries on the ground, 


and other friends, that he was at length induced to leave his dear Rajah- 

mundry, and go home to recruit. Severe mental depression, occanioned 
by sickness after a northern tour in the dia riet, and also by long ex pos- 
ure to the heat of a tropical sun, was the / reason why he was urged to 
try a change of olimath, and to return to his friends. The Executive 
Committee, without whose permission brother Heise would not leave In- 
dia, cheerfully gave their consent. 

Brother Cutter's return to Americs was on account of the im 
health of his wife, who was also suffering under severe mental depres- 
sion, which demanded immediate attention and a change of climates 

Brother Sayder's health also evidently demanded a change of climate. 
He had snffered much on a journey to and from the Palnaud, but more 
by an exhausting effort to save the life of the uative Barnabas, a student 
of divinity, and a teacher, who was drowned in a tank. Brother Heyer 
and others advised him to return to America, with which advice he was 
reluctant to comply. His first appearance in this country confirmed the 
propriety and judiciousness of the advice given him. Our Society may 
well imagine the sad feelings of the Executive Committee, and the trials of 
their ſaith, as they witnesscd the struggles of their sinking brethren, and 
the reduction of our missionary force. They well knew that the brethren 
left in the mission had been long there, that they, too, were becoming 
weary and way-worn, and that they had now no other alternative,,but to 
do the work, each of them, of several men, or seo the rapid uprising 
again of Satan's forces. The contest now, more than ever, assumed a 
serious character. But our little band courageously stood in the deadly 
breach, holding on to the standard of the cross, and wielding the sword 
of the Spirit. They did what christian men could do. 

But the churches would Eke to know what has been done ? 

The stations have all ben kept up, and a goodly amount of work has 
been done. 

The Palnard, under the superintendence of brother Griinning, receives 
instruction in different places from the following teachers: John at Col- 
acotla, Jacob at Pilutla, Samuel at Veldurty, Simeon at Adugopula, Jo- 
seph as Catechist and Schoolmaster at Macherla. There are some five 
or six boarding scholars from this station. Two, Moses and Paulus, are 
preparing themselves for the gospel ministry. Teachers and catechists 
enemy pass through the district, visiting scores of villages, and 

ionally, a hundred or more, distributing tracts and conversing with 


| the natives. Sometimes brother Grönning accompauies them, making 


the tour of the mission. 
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I Guntoor Misstom is in charge of brother Grunning. Nine Som 
missionaries, six ordained and three assistant, have labored, some con- 
sccutively, others conjointly, in this place. Two of them Acep their last 
sleep in the little cemetery. The story of the cross of Jesus, the God- 
man, which these strangers from a distant land had often told, will be 
often repeated around their graves, even after the present generation, 
and the next, shall have passed away. 

In this mission are about six schools and some nine teachers, besides 
Mrs. Grinning. The girls school numbers between fifty and sixty scho- 
lars. The boarding school about thirteen. One of the Telugu teachers 
is preparing for the work of the holy ministry. There are certain points 
iu a letter received from brother Grinning, upon which it would be well 
to remark : 

I. An account of a very interesting work of grace in Guntoor. The 
conversion of a Brahmin is considered in India an event of no ordinary 
magnitude, His renunciation of caste, loss of friends and relations, 
show the genuineness of the couversion ; his steadfastness, notwithstand- 
ing the laborious and unwearied efforts of his caste people to reclaim 
him «how its depth. 

2. The loss in the English school, occasioned by the conversion of the 
Brahmin youth, we are enabled to state, is very nearly made up. 

3. A proposition, through brother Grinning, from an agent of the 
British government, concerning the establishment of an English gov- 
ernment school in Guntoor, was duly considered by the Executive Com- 
mittee, in January last. The Euglish government would appropriate 
220 rupees per month, giving us the privilege of teaching the gospel, 
reserving to itself the supervision only over the literary part. The pro- 
position was rejected, as calculated to lead into entanglements that might 
ein harrass our future operations. The English school is to be continued 
with such resources as we may 3 and brother Snyder is designated 
for that field. 

Rajakmundry.—The brethren who have labored in this station were, 
Rev. Valette, Grinning, Heise, Cutter, Heyer and Snyder. Those now 
connected with it are, Rev. Heyer, Heise and lady. There are in this 
mission, two very good brick houses, also built at considerable expense, 
which will compare well with houses in this country; besides a large and 
substantial brick school house, for the wants of the mission. The grounds 
connected with them are ample for all buildings needed for the mission. 
Some seven or eight schools have been established here, and kept up as 
well as could be expected from the few laborers in the field. The results 
have been fully in proportion to the force employed. 

Letters of this year, received from brother Heyer, report the outward 
man to be yielding to the attacks of disease. Ile has made up his mind 
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t come home as soon as practicable. The Executive Committee have 
informed him that as s00n as our new missionarics have been comforts” 
bly established in India, they will interpose no objection to his relinquizh- 
ing his connection with the mission, and returning home, if he pleascs. 


Receipts and Diebursements. 
During the last biennial period the receipts have been........ $12,868 33 
The expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . „12, ON 


Balance on S r 8461 29 
Whilst there is an apparent balance in the treasury, (here are ale 


some habilities. We need some $1500 more to send out our micimnnarics 


who are now under appointment, 

Our progpects— There is no good reason why they should not cheer 
our hearts, and urge us onward. For this work is of God, and cannot 
come to naught. We read, *The isles shall wait for his law, and all the 
ends of the earth shall e the salvation of Got,” *Azk of me, nnd I 
will give thee the heathen for thine inberitance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his possession. As cure as we live shall all this take 
place, and in due time. Not one jot or tittle shall fail of aught that the 
Lord hath spoken. The sacramental host of the Log *hall abide under 
the shadow of the wings of the Almighty. As long as this is so, there 
can be uo defeat. There is progress in our mission work, commendable, 
8atisfactory, noble. Everything scems to sax, go forward. The schools, 
with their hundreds of children, the native teachers who are pleased with 
their employment; and who are profited so much by it ; the infant 
churches and their recently added young converts, the thousands of souls, 
hb after the labor of years spent upon them, are just waking up out of 
their lonk and deep sleep—all have but one language in this matter, all 
geem to say, (Go forward. We necd not ask our bard toiling brethrea in 
the field ; for their scars and wounds, their weak and fainting bodies, 
whilst they are still unyiehling to the foe—all utter voices, Go forward. 
Do the spirits of the departed ever linger around their graves? Then 
around that cemetery in Guntoor are spirit voices that softly utter the 
same language. And, if we mistake not, the spirit of the churches at 
home imperatively demands that we go forward. Brother Heise, who 
Sailed onthe 5th inst., in the steamer Vanderbilt, bore with him pledges 
of kind remembrance and hearty prayer. Around that vessel, now sur- 
ing over the billows of the mighty deep, are, we may believe, holy ones, 
sent down from heaven, in answer to a thousand warm-hearted prayers 
from the bosom of our church, and to as many from German homes. 
Lord Jesus, they seem to say, Let thy holy ones protect our missiona- 
ries, and bring them saſely to yon dark and far off land!“ Who would 
say to your committee aud this society, stop! They must stop first those 
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two Arrams of prayer ascending simultancoukly from Germany and 
America. If they cannot do this, then they might as well try to stop 
the whirlwind. For those prayers will be answered; and if answered, 
the mightiest Spirit in the universe will be moving forward, bearing 
churches, committee, missionaries and the heathen along with it. 

The visit of brother Heise to this country, was a very happy eireum- 
tance. The man, his spirit, his modesty, his mental and missionary 
endowments, his zeal, his unwearied toil, proved him to be the man for 
his calling. Not unlike Dr. Duff, he passed from city to city, and from 
city to country, everywhere enlightening and gratifying crowded audi- 
ences, and infusiug a new missionary spirit among our people. 

Three brethren, Rev. W. E. Snyder, E. Unangst, A. Long, are expect- 
ed to follow brother Heise, about the Ist of July next, if prafticable. 
They are present at this meeting. Of brother Snyder we need not speak 
more at this time, as he is well known to the church. We have honora- 
ble textirmonials in favor of the brethren Unangst and Long, from the. 
Professors under whom they prosecuted their studies, respecting their 
piety, mental endowments, literary and theological attainments. From 
these evidences, and from personal intercourse with them, we have grat- 
iſveg indications of their fitness for their work. N 

We now ask this Convention, shall we go forward in this good and 
noble cause? As your agents, we have taken possession in the name of 
the Lord, of a small portion of India's dark land. We hare planted there 
the standard of the cross, and from it streams of light are rolling down 
upon the people. Will you sustain us? First with your prayers? For 
these, through Christ, give us power with God, and through bis blessed 
Spirit with men. Will you sustain us with your funds? Shall your 
prayers and alms go up as a memorial before God? Ought the money 
to be a question? The grand ruling question is this, shall we send the 
gospel to the heathen at all? An answer in the negative would virtually 
pronounce the entire ministry of Paul, among the Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philipians, Colossans and Thessalonians, as useless. It 
would trifle with the Master's last command, and with his great commis- 
$19n to his church, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 

Once more, dear brethren, may we ask, will you sustain us and our 
mission with your treasure and your prayers ? Will you say to us heart- 
"ily, <Go forward ?” 
ully submitted, 

J. Z. SENDERLING, 
N Dy H. N. POHLMAN, 
| W. D. STROBEL, 
J. R. KEISER, 
A. CROUNSE, 


6 The nominating committee proposed the following officers, 
3 and the nominations were unanimously confirmed : 

„ President—J. C. Baxxn, D. D. 
r Vice Prezilents—P. F. Mayer, D. D., L. Eichelberger, D. D., J. G. 
Morris, D. D., G. A. Lintner, D. D., C. P. Krauth, D. D., 8. Sprecher, 
D. D., Prof. F. Springer, Rev. J. D. Scheck, Prof. M. Jacobs, 8. W. Har- 
key, D. D., G. R. Miller, D. D., Rev. A. H. Lochman, C. W. Schaeffer, 
D. D., Rev. F. W. Geizsenhainer, II. L. Baugher, D. D., Rev. W. II. Har- 
rison, Rev. P. Glenn, Rev. J. Manning, Hon. W. Dock, C. A. Morris, P. 
W. Eugs, John Loats, J. D. Mardin, II. II. Vandyke, Peter Graff. 


Recording Secretary —Rev. F. R. Anspach. 


Cortspondiny Seeretary.—Rev. J. Z. Senderling. 
Auditors —P. Williams, E. G. Smyser. 


<< Treasurer — Martin Buehler. 
71 » ZExnccutive Committee, Rev. Messrs. H. N. Pohlman, D. D., J. L. Schock, 
I A. Crounse, W. D. Strobel, D. D., J. Z. Seaderling. 


ö The Treasurer's account was submitted to an auditing com- 
IT mittee consisting of Mr. T. N. Kurtz and Dr. D. Luther, 
| > who reported that they had found the same correct. 


Rezolved, That the editors of the Church papers be re- 
quested to publish this report, and that an abstract of the 
same appear in the proceedings of the society, as appended 
to the minutes of the General Synod. 

Rezolved, That five hundred copies of the report be print- 
ed in pamphlet form. 

Adjourned. X 

At night the anniversary exereises were held in | Trinity 
Church, under the pastoral care of Rev. J. N. Hoffman. A 
very large audience was in attendance. Rev. Dr. Morris oc- 
cupied the chair. After singing, the throne of grace was 
addressed by Rev. J. R. Keiser. The Corresponding Secre- 
tary made a brief statement in reference to the operations 
and condition of the Society. After which addresses were 
delivered by Rev. Messrs. C. W. Schaeffer, D. D., G. F. 
Krotel, A. C. Wedekind and W. A. Passavant. A collection 
was taken up, and the audience dismissed by Rev. Dr. Strobel. 

F. R. ANSPACH, 


Recording Secretary. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


* 


The Home Missionary Society met on Saturday morning, 
the 16th of May. Rev. Dr. Kurtz took the chair, and Rev. 
G. Diehl was appointed Secretary pro tem. The report of 
the Executive Committee was then read by Rev. Dr. Morris, 
Corresponding Secretary, which was accepted and adopted. 


Report of the Hrecutire Committee. 


Twelve years ago, this Society was organized at the meeting of the 
General Synod in Philadelphia, and from that day until this, the God of 
missions has prospered it, for which it becomes us to render to Him all 
praise and. honor, It began its operations with vigor, and the committee 
to whom its practical affairs have been particularly entrusted, have en- 
deavored to carry them on in the same spirit. If in all cases we have 
not given satisfaction, it is not because we have purposely neglected our 
duty. We have studied to make an economical and judicious appropri- 
ation of the funds committed to ns. We have respectfully answered all 
proper inquiries made of us in regard to Home Missions. We have 
cheered many a poor missionary in his arduous, and too frequently un- 
appreciated labor. We have supplied many a yacant church with the 
regular preaching of the gospel. We have founded many new pastorates, 
erected not a few houses of worship, established a considerable number 
of Sunday Schools, and promoted the circulation of the Seriptureg, tracts, 
our own church papers Mid other publications. We have saved some 
congregations from dispersion, and have *strengthened the things that 
remain, which were ready to die.” We have extended our name and 
principles into sections of the western country, where neither was previ- 
ously known, We have brought out some young men who are now pre- 
paring for the ministry. We have added a goodly number of persons to 
the church, and have brought the waters of baptism to a crowd of those 
of whom Christ has said, *of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Our aid 
has been extended to every charch that applied for it in the constitutional 
way, and there is a multitude of souls this day, who bless God for the es- 
tablishment of the missionary society. These are some of the benefits 
which the society has conferred on the church. 

The attention of the committee is frequently called, through the papers 
and other channels, to destitute fields, and sometimes in a tone of implied 
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censure, as though we purposely neglected them. Bat before the charge 
| can be fairly made, it should be shown that we have the men and the mo- . 
1 ney at our disposal, and yet refuse to employ men. Neglect implies an 

22 ability to discharge a duty, and « wilfal oversight or forgetfulness of it, 
„ and no man who knows your committee, will charge them with this sin. 
supply every poor and destitute parish in all our borders with an active 
ministry. 

Since the last meeting of the society, the committee have had a col- 
lecting agent in the field (Rev. W. G. Harter), but he served us only six 
months, and withdrew. : 

At the last meeting in Dayton, it was resolved that an additional officer, 
Home Missionary Superintendent, be appointed. The Rev. F. W. Conrad 
was elected, but he subsequently declined, and though the power to fill 
the vucancy was given to the Executive Committee, yet we have not ex- 
ercized it, because some of us have felt no special need of such an officer, „ 
because we did not deem our present income suflicient to justiſy the ex- 
ponse, and because we did not deem it proper towall a man whom we 
considered qualified for such a work, from his pastoral feld. When the 
operations of the society shall be greatly enlarged, and our funds aug- 
mented beyond the demands of our appropriate work, it will be time 
enough, in the judgment of some of the committee, to dppoint such an 
i othcer. 

.- A resolution was also passed, to the intent that if Synodical Societies 
3 cannot reconcile it with their convictions to unite wholly with this society, 


a . 


g 4 they be respectfully solicited, at least, to become auxiliary, so as to have 
* + their reports incorporated with those of the Central Society. The Synod 
i . of New York is the only one which has sent us its report, which is as 
| 5 * follows :. 
VE Dear, Brethrtn :—We beg leave to report, that in the years 1855—56, 


we had five missionaries employed under our *direction, and that in the 
years 56—57 we have continued the same number, all of whom are per- 


forming missionary labor in incipient e eee VIZ : 


In Albany, amongst the Germans. 
Tar At Liverpool, N. L., do. 

1 At Hoboken, N. J., do. 

1 In New York City, amongst the Scandinavians. | 

1 bk At Stuyvesant, N. V., an Euglish Church. 

2 In the years 1855.56... ...... ..... $400 00 
In the years 1856—57 . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179 00 


55 ; 
Since last General Synod our means are all consumed, and we have 
no surplus funds to send to the Parent Society. 
W. D. STROBEL, 
Cor. Ker. 


We wish that other Synods, not how coUperating with us, would follow 
this laudable example of New York, if they will not wholly unite with 
us; or rather, we wish that all the Synods constituting this bogy, were 
united in ope solid, active, harmonious Home Missionary Society. 

After repeated failures to secure a nissionary for Chicago, we have at 
length appointed the Rev. T. W. Kemp, who has but recently entered on 
his field of labor. We hope to hear an encouraging report at the end of 
the quarter. 

In our last report we stated that twenty men were in our service. 
since that time, fifteen have withdrawn from our aid, and five are still on 
the funds, but the commissions of all these will expire sometime during 
this year. 

Since the last meeting, ſorty-three new commizsions have been issued, 
some of which have expired since that time, but still, we have now thir- 
fy-five missjonaries deriving part of their support from our society, and 
distributed as follows; viz : in Illinois, ten; in Iowa, five; in Ohio, sev- 
en; in Indiana, six; in Texas, three; in Pennsylvania, four ; in Michi- 
gan, one ; in Minesota, two; in Wisconsin, one. This we regard as do- 
ing well, and at nearly every meeting of the committee, which occurs 
twice a month, new applications are made. 

From the report of the Treasurer, it will be seen that a considerable 
amount remains at this date in his hands, but let it be remembered that 
every cent of this is already appropriated, and, as it were, due to mis- 
Ssionaries, so that, properly speaking, we have not a ſurthing of surplus,* 
and will require constant contributions to keep the society in active and 
health y operation. 

The fallowing is a synopsis of the ministerial acts of our missionaries 
for the last two years : Baptized infants, 595 ; baptized adults, 34 ; con- 
firmed, 223; received into membership by certificate or profession, 386 ; 
which added to the number confirmed, who were, of course, admitted, 
makes 609 ; collections for benevolent gocieties, $401 50; houses of 
worship built, 20 ; chfirches organized, 24. All this is, of course, inde- 
pendent of the thousands of sermons preached and addresses delivered, 
pastoral visits paid, sacraments administered, and prayer meetings held. 

In order fairly to estimate these results, it must be borne iu mind that 
most of our missignaries labor in distant, sparsely populated districts, 
where the people have not enjoyed the means of grace as dispensed by 
us, and not accustomed to the advantages of church membership. But 
the state of things is improving, and a few years will exhibit different 
results. 
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The committee have to record the decense of one of their number, 
since the last Synod, the Rev, Charles Weyl. He was always at his post 
of duty in the committee, and felt a deep interest in the welfare of the 

The number of life members amounts at present to one hundred and 
sixty. The cause of Home Missions is sanctioned of heaven, and we 
Should cherish it warmly. Our field of operations is extending every 
year, al we must put forth our energies to cultivate it. 

In behalf of the Executive Committee, » 
4 . J. G. MORRIS, 
| Cor. «See. 


The chair appointed a committee to nominate officers, con- 


sisting of Rev. F. R. Anspach, Rev. E. W. Hutter, and 


Messrs. Gebhart and Stough. This committee made their 
report, and the following persons were b officers until 
the next General Synod : 


Preﬀident.—Rev. B. Kunrz, D. D. 

Vice-Presidents. Rev. Messers. J. A. Seiss, A. T. Geis- 
senhainer, J. Ulrich, F. Springer, J. G. Harris, A. Reck, 
W. G. Keil, S. W. Harke, D. D., II. N. Pohlman, D. D., F. 
Ruthrauff, J. B. Anthony, L. Sternberg, W. H. Harrison, C. 
P. Krauth, Jun., II. Baker, E. W. Hutter, A. R. Howbert, 
D. S. Altman, II. Wendt; P. Riser, A. Essick, J. A. Brown, 
D. Jenkins, S. Rothrock, V. W. Conrad, W. S. Emery, G. 
Bassler. 


Recording Secretary. —Rev. G. Diehl. 


Corresponding Secretary. —J. G. Morris, D. D. 
Treasurer.—Jacob R. Drege, Esg. 
Exzecutive Committee. —B. Kurtz, D. D., J. G. Morris, D. 
D., Rev. J. A. Seiss, J. MeCron, D. D., Rev. G. Diehl, J. 
R. Drege, Esg., and Mr. W. A. Wisong. 

Rev. Mr. Meyers, from California, by request, made some 
statements respecting the religious condition of the Pacific 
coast, and the Lutheran population there. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Sprecher, =» 

Rezolred, That the Executive Committee be requested to 
take into consideration the question of establishing a mission 
on the Pacific coast, within the boundaries of the U. States. 


Sao», 
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The name of Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz having been presented as 
a most suitable person for the General Superintendent of the 
Home Mission field; it was 


Rezolved, That we request the Executive Committee to 
appoint Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz as Superintendent of Home Mis- 
sions, and in case of his declination, some other suitable 
person. 

Rezolved, That the same instructions that were issued at 
the last Convention of the General Synod, remain in force, 
subject to such modifications as the Executive Committee 
may deem necessary from time to time. 


The Treasurer s report was then presented, and the reca- 
pitulation of it read as follows: 


Balance in Treasury, as per last report to General Synod. . 81,582 04 
Amount received from May 31, 1855, to May II, 1857... „ 5,909 09 
7,491 13 

Deduct total am'nt disbursements during same time. —. 5,417 17 
G Mn . o. 82,073 96 
Baltimore City six per cent. stock 2 200 00 
82.273 96 


Ohicago Mission. 


By amount received as per last report 8333 50 
Do. received from S. Schools from June 1, 1855, to May 11, 57 233 00 
$566 50 
Dn.—1857. 
Feb. 13. To cash paid Rev. T. W. Kemp, missionary to Chica- 
go, one quarter's salary in advance. oo cc $175 00 
May 8. Cash paid him for extra expenses, allowed him 

by the Committee. . dees 50 00 225 00 
Balance in Treasury 1 7 . $34] 50 


Outstanding by sundry S. Schools on account of 1st instlament $97 00 
Respectfully submitted, ® 
J. R. DREGE, Treas. 
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The report was referred to an auditing committee 
After prayer by Rev. F. Ruthrauſſ, the Society adjourned, 


SECOND SESSION. 


SATURDAY, 4 o'clock, F. M. 


The auditing committee on the Treasurer's account, repor- 
ted as follows : 


The committee appointed to audit the Treasarer's account, have attend- 
ed to the duty assigned them, and respectfully report that they have ex- 
amined the Treasurer's account; they have bad no means furnished them 
of checking the receipts into the treavury, nor from the nature of the 
case, can any such be devised, but have no doubt of its entire correct; 
ness. The vouchers consist of orders drawn on the Treasarer by the 
chairman of the Executive Committee, and correspond with the entries 
in the account. Your committes recommend to the Executive Commit 
tee, that hereafter they require the Treasuter to produce some evidence 
that the funds so drawn for, are paid over te the parties in whoze favor 
the order is given, which can readily be done, by sending to those who 
require aid, the checks of the Treasurer, marked as good by the Cachier 
or Teller of the Bank wherein he keeps his deposits. No doubt is en 
tertained by your committee as to the correctness of his account, but it 


18 perfectly clear that the possession of the orders does not, in this case, 
establish the payment of the money, evidence of which should invanably 
be required from a disbursing officer. Your committee find a balance in 
hands of the Treasurer, including the Baltimore City stock, of $2,273 96, 
and a balance in the bands of that officer in favor of the Chicago mis- 
sion fund, of $341,50. 
8 submitted. 
J. WEIDMAY, 
G. R. MESSERSMITH. 


Adopted. 

Rezolved, That the Excentive Committee be directed to 
give special attention to the German population of our West- 
ern, and Southern cities, and to take measures for furnishing 
them with an adequate supply of efficient missionaries and 
pastors, and thay the committee may be assured of the appro- 
val of this society of a liberal __ to such missiouaries, 
whether Euglish or German. 


59 
Rexolved, That the Treasurer be requested again to urge 
the Sunday Schools pledged to the snpport of the Chicago 
Mission, to make payment of the amount pledged. 
Adjourned. Prayer by Dr. B. Kurtz. 
e G. DIEHL, 
Secretary. 
On Saturday evening the Home Missionary Society held 
its anniversary meeting, when addresses were delivered by 
Rev. Mexsrs. S. Sprecher, D. D., P. Andersen, and S. W. 


Harkey, D. D., and the following individuals were made life 
members of the Society, 


Life members of the Home Mizsionary Society. 


Rev. Dr. Sprecher, by Rev. G. Butler; Rev. Dr. Harkey, by Rev. R. 
Weiser; three children of T. N. Kurtz, by their father; Gen. J. Weid- 
man, by Rev. A. C. Wedekind: Rev. F. A. M. Keller, by Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz; 
Mrs. M. Kunze, by her husband; Rev. A. W. Lilly, by W. A. Wisong; 
Rev. W. A. Passavant, by W. A. Wisong; Rev. J. A. Brown, by W. A. 
Wizong; Mrs. R. Hay, by her husband; Rev. H. Baker, by self; Rev. 
Dr. B. Kurtz, by Rev. G. Dick! ; Mrs. M. A. Brown, by her husband; 
Rafus Brown, by self; Rev. J. L. Schock, by Mr. Ockerhansen ; Rev. 
Dr. W. D. Strobel, by Mr. Ockerhansen ; Rev. Dr. C. W. Schaeffer, by 
C. F. Ashmeac Rev. F. W. Conrad, by F. Gebhart; Mrs. Conrad, by 
F. Gebhart; Mrs. M. Cline, of Lebanon, by Rev. F. W. Conrad; Mrs. 
C. Butler, by her husband; Mrs. E. Parsons, by her husband; Rev. E. 
Hawkins, by R. Brown - Rev. A. Myers, by self; Gen. 8. Myers, by Rev. 
A. Myers; Rev. J. T. Williams, by Rev. P. Born; Rev. J. A. Brown, by 
Rev. J. L. Schock ; Rev. J. L. Schock, by Rev. J. A. Brown ; Rev. P. 
Weiting, by Rev. A. Weiting; Rev. Van Alstine, by Rev. A. Weiting; 
Rev. Dr. G. B. Miller, by Rev. A. Weiting ; Mrs. A. Weiting, by Rev. A. 
Weiting ; Mrs. L. Bll, by her husband; Mrs. C. Sprecher, by Mr. Mes- 
gersmith ; Miss E. Waesche, by J. R. Drege; Miss Amelia Waesche, by 
J. R Drege; Rev. F. Springer, by Gen. Weidman; Mrs. P. P. Lane, by 
her husband; Rev. A. J. Karn. by Mr. Thomas; Rev. V. IL. Conrad, by 
Mr. Wheeler; Rev. B. Keller, by Rev. G. Butler; Mrs. J. P. Michler, by 
her husbaud; J. Martin Luther, by his father ; Mrs. Julia A. Moore, by 
her husband. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PARENT EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The Parent Education Society held a business meeting 
Monday afternoon, May 18, 1857. 

President.— Rev. B. Kvurz, D. D. 

Recording Secretary. —Rev. G. Diehl. 

The report of the Executive Committee was read by Prof. 
Stoever. 


Report of the Executive Committee. 


The Executive Committee of the Parent Education Society herewith 
present their report of their operations since the meeting in Dayton, 
Ohio, it being their tenth report. During the summer of 1855; the inter- 
val transpiring between the meeting of the Parent Society and that of 
the District Synods, they sustained seventeen young men, in various 
stages of preparation for the ministrr. These young men had been re- 
ceived on the funds, and had returned to the Seminary and College at 
4he beginning of the summer session, and before the action of the Soci- 
ety was known, and, indeed, before the Society had convened. The com- 
mittee could not, therefore, in common honesty, say to these young men, 
we cannot sustain you during the summer session, and you must Sek 
for support elsewhere. After the summer of 1855, no more students 
were received by this committee. No Synodical Society has given notice 
to the committee of its desire to be auxiliary to the Parent Society, and 
no statement, either annual or otherwise, of the operations of such 8oci- 
ty, has been transmitted to the Corresponding Secretary, No annual 
distribution, therefore, of the funds of the society, could be made to the 
committees of the Synodical Societies, and no report of their proceed- 
ings, therefore, is contained in this paper. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. L. BAUGHER, 
Cor. See. 


The following additional items were reported : 

The Ministerium of New York has had under its care, du- 
ring the year 1855—56, six young men, in different stages of 
preparation for the Gospel Ministry. In 1856—57 it has 
| 
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had ten, ſour of whom will apply for license next September. 
The expenditures for the two years have been $1040. 

The Synod of Central Pennsylvania has had on its funds 
during the last year, eight beneficiaries, and has recently re- 
ceived two more, all of whom are prosecuting their studies at 
Gettysburg. The contributions last year were $660. The 
Synod determined to receive all applicants of suitable quali- 
ſications. 

The Alleghany Synod has had on its funds ten beneficia- 
ries, two of whom have been licensed to preach. Seven are 
still on the funds of Synod. The Synod has also contributed 
$400 for the education of Scandinavians at Illinois Univer- 
sity. | 

The Board of the Education Societies associated with Wit- 
tenberg College, report that they have fourteen beneficiaries 
in their care; and some funds have also been collected on 
their territory, for the Parent Education Society. 

Rev. Dr. Harkey read the report of the Education Society 
of Illinois, 


Education Society of Illinois. 


Our three Synods in Illinois are united in an Education Society, the 
object of which is to aid poor pious young men, who are studying for the 
ministry of our church at Illinois University. The Society is auxiliary 
to the Parent Education Society, and is required to report in connection 
with it. Since the last meeting of the General Synod, in Dayton, Ohio, 
the entire amount received into the Treasury of this Society, from all 
gources, is $2014 85. Of this,sum, the Alleghany Synod has Kindly 
given us 8100, and several hundred more have been voluntarily sent us 
by benevolent friends in the East and South, and the balance has been 
raised in the churches of our Illinois Synods. The whole amount ex- 
pended in the same length of time, has been $2133 64, leaving the So- 
ciety in debt to the Treasurer, in two years, $118 79, which is, however, 


covered by the amount that was in his hands when the last report was 


made to the General Synod. 

Twenty-two young men have received more or less aid from our funds. 
Of this number, four are now in the ministry, and are actively and suc- 
cessſully engaged in the Master's work; one is employed as a Colporteur; 
five are studying Theology; one has been expelled from the Society; 
two have withdrawn, aud nine are in various stages, of their literary 
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course, preparatory to the study of Theology. Many of our young men 
ure compelled to devote u portion of each summer to come employment, 
to obtain the means of continuing their studies in the winter, as we have 
never been able fully to snstain t An increase of ſunds would eu- 
able us largely to increase our operations ; for although we have nover 
refused aid to any properly qualified applicant, we know that some have 
been prevented from applying, on account of the low state of our funds. 
Of the number aided by us during these two years, ten are Americans, 
six Norwegians, four Germans, and two Swedes. 

We have been much encournged in this department of our labors, and 
from the manifest tokens of the Divine _ in the past, we take encou- 
ragement for the future. 


cata submitted, 
S. W. HARKEY, 
Chairman Ez. Com. 

NRezolved, That the Synodical Societies be respectfully re- 
quested to have their beneficiaries educated at Lutheran Col- 
leges and Seminaries. 

The Treasurer's report was read by Prof. Stocver. 

The report was accepted and adopted. 


M. L. Srokvrn, Treasurer, in account with Parent Educa- 
1 tion Society. 


Ds. 
To collections at General Synod, Dayton, Ohio. . . .. 8559 50 
« pledges at General Synod, since redeemed... . — 470 50 


contributions from congregations and individuals within the 
bounds of the Pennsylvagia Sync. . . . . . . 82 95 


& 6 East Pa. 6— — 83 25 
6 & Nane 0 
6 6 4 » Central Synod of Pa. „ 57 3G 
6 ** 6 Maryland Synode eee eee 222 0 
be 6 6 | Kentucky Synod.......ooo ooo oo00r 005040040 24 BY 
„ Donation from. S. Mumford, of Georgia... „ 70 00 
„ 6 GDorcaes,” of Phang... eo toocnncnereececces. ©, ON BY 
© cash, refunded by Beneſiciaries . . e s 100 00 

. $1990 59 


Cs. 


By balance due Treasurer, June, 1885... . .. . . . .. .. , 206 84 
„ cash paid appropriations to Beueficiaries . . . .. . „ 620 09 


ancurrent note received co ooo5 ed vn ene 4555505508 5 00 
PP eee 5 75 
refunded money paid to Gettysburg Committee. . 100 00 
Box for the archives of the Society. . 2 00 
* Balance in the hands of the Treasurer. „„ 64 00 


* $1990 59 
I have examined Prof. Stoever's account, as Treasurer of the Parent 
Education Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Charch in the United 
States, compared it with the accompanying vouchers, and found it cor- 
rect. 


In 


=— =. 


F. A. MCHLENBERG, 
Auditor. 
Rezolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to 


make arrangements for holding an anniversary during the in- 
terval of the conventions of the General Synod, and that the 
other general benevolent societies of the church be invited to 
unite with this association in holding a general anniversary. 

Reoleed, That we request the auxiliary Synodical Socie- 
ties to send delegates to the general ànniversary. 

Rezolred, That Rev. C. P. Krauth, Jr., be appointed to- 
deliver a discourse at the next meeting of the General Synod, 
and that Rev. J. A. Seiss be his alternate. 

The committee on the nomination of officers reported as 


follows : 
President.—B. Kratz. D. D. 


Vice President.—J. D. Martin, Esq. 
Recording Secretary. —Rev. G. Diehl. 
Corresponding Secretary. —H. L. Baugher, D. D. 
Treazurer.—Prof. M. L. Stoever. . = 
Auditor. —Þr. F. A. Muhlenberg. R 
Ereeutive Committee. —"C. P. Krauth, D. D., 8. 8. 
Schmucker, D. D., Prof. M. Jacobs, Prof. F. A. Muhlenberg, 
Rev. S. Sentman, Rev. J. Martin, Rev. R. IIill. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. J. HAUER, 
R. WEISER, 
D. LUTHER. 
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uals were elected officers for tho ensuing two years, 
The Society then adjourned, after prayer by Rev. J. F. 


Reinmund. 
GEO. DIENL, 
* Secretary. 
At night the anniversary exercises were held, and address- 
es delivered by Rev. Messers. S. L. Harkey, L. E. Albert, F. 
W. Conrad and G. F. Krotel. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY. 


The Church Extension Society convened in St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa., on the 19th of May, 1857. 
The President, Charles A. Morris, Exq., took the chair and 
called upon the Rev. J. P. Cline to open the meeting with 
prayer. 

In the absence of the Secretary, the Rev. C. A. Hay was 
appointed Secretary pro tem. 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting, the 
report of the Executive Committee was presented by Rev. 
E. W. Hutter, the following abstract of which was ordered 
to be inserted in the minutes. 


Abatract of Report of Executive Committee. 


Your Committee, although in office only half the period during which 
the Society has been in existence, have much to report that is encoura- 
ging, although not unmixed with much that is of an opposite character. 
It would not be performing the part, either of candor or of wisdom, to 
disguise that the churches, with only here and there an exception, have 
not responded to the appeals made to them in behalf of the Church Ex- 
tension Society, in a manner that has been at all commensurate either 
with the magnitude of the object, or the vastness of their resources. In 
most of the churches. a degree of apathy has prevailed, in reference to 
this most laudable and nseful Society, and continues to prevail, which no 
efforts nor importunities of your Committee have availed to remove. This 
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lIakewnrmness we attribute in part to the difficulties which attend, more 
or less, all great enterprises jn the beginning—ia part, too, to the differ- 
enecs which have agitated the church on the subject of her doctrinal 
basis hut chiefly, perhaps, to the action of certain district Synods in 
_ erecting organizations separate and distinct ſrom the duly official author- 
ity of the Parent Society, whereby that centralized and systematic action 
which is an indispensable element of success, was prevented, and a ſeel- 
ing of doubt and distrust was awakened, that has operated most injuri- 
ously on the interests of the Society. 

And yet, notwithstanding these hinderances, your Executive Commit- 
tee have it in their power to state, and the statement calls for expressions 
of the most devout gratitude to God, that the Society has nevertheless 
proved, in the hands of the Great Head of the church, a highly efficient 
instrumentality for good to our beloved Lutheran Zion, as the subjoined 
statement of its operations will abundantly show: 

Sum total of receipts that have come into the hands of Wm. M. Heyl, 
the Treasurer, up to the present date, $9,559 56. 

There haye been loancd, on the terms and securities required by the 
Executive Committee, the following sums to the following named con- 
gregations : 


To the E * Lutheran Church at Liberty, Ind. . 8500 


* * = NN. FOIL, UI. cooooovoetooooce 300 
. - A * Logan, Ohio 500 
* * * * Columbus, Ind cc 300 
To the German Lutheran Church at Toronto, Canada West 500 
To the English Lutheran Charch at Indianapolis, n 500 
* 1 * 1 New Castle, Ind 500 
German a Newton, Wisconsin 300 
* 1 * * eee 400 
” ” A * Castroville, Texas. 400 
 FEnglich © * Wrightsville, York Co., Pa... 500 
To the Lutheran Church at Columbus, Texas 2 200 
To the German Lutheran Church at Wilmington, Delaware. — 500 
« _ Englich © * Mendota, IIlinois . . 300 
Total amount paid out in loans . . ! 


Your Executive Committee have also awarded the following loans, 
which will he forwarded to the churches respectively named, so soon as 
the necessary papers are received. 


To the German Lutheran Church at Galreston, Texas............ $300 00 
* . . Fnghah © Davenport, Iowa . $500 00 
* . German *© 8 Watertown, Wisconsin..., 250 00 


9 


To the German Lutheran Church at Manitouwas Wisconsin 400 00 
a 6 a Lansing, Michigan.... 500 0 500 00 


Amount awarded on loan, but not yet forwarded..................$1,950 0 00 


e .. FR BD 


$7,721 56 


$9,759 56 
Deduct disbursements and awards 24 721 35 
Balance in the Treasury. ooo ooo poco eee e ee e5de5 505550456 +++ $2,038 01 


Which will leave a balance in the Treasury of two thousand and thir- 
ty-eight dollars and one cent, for which, however, the Executive Commit- 
tee have a number of earnest and pressing applications not yet acted on. 

The attention of the Society is directed to the fact that most of the 
churches to which loans have been awarded are located in remote parts 
of our country, where money is exceedingly scarce, and the rates of in- 
terest are exorbitantly high. If it did not extend our report to an inor- 
dinate length, we could furnish copious extracts from the correspondence 
in our possession, all proving that a number of churches have been erec- 
ted through the timely assistance derived from the funds of this Society, 
and that others, which have been in an unfinished condition, by the 
same means have been prosecuted to completion. Some of the applica- 
tions for loans yet unacted on, are of a highly meritorious character, and 
your Executive Committee feels disposed to grant them at an early date. 
Other applications have been reluctantly denied, for the reason that the 
amounts asked for were deemed too large. We concluded that it would 
be unfair, and defeat the great ends of the Society to confer the aasist- 
ance contemplated by this Society, upon one or a few large churches, 
while the smaller congregations, located in more sparsely, settled locali- 
ties, who were content with smaller sums, would be thereby cut off en- 
tirely. Our aim has been to confer the greatest possible benefit upon 
the greatest possible number, and hence our resolution, in the low state 
of our funds, not to loan to any one congregation an amount exceeding 
more than five hundred dollars, and in this we trust we shall have the 
approval of the Society, as we have that of our own consciences and 
judgments. Other applicants have been denied, for the reason that they 
did not, in our opinion, come within the category of churches designated 
by the constitution. In all cases we have endeavored to adhere faithfully 
to the :equirements of the organic law enacted for our government, since 
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if #uch « law was proper to be adopted, we have held that it was like wise 
proper to be obeyed. 

As an item of information, we would state that the moneys received 
into our Treasury have come from churches and individuals located in 
the following States: 


reel. 55 oecercrodiegeches revodicc «++. $5,150 00 
— e o . 650 00 
„ coredfbaoorirhodinccce do cence — e dove 
Virginia — 000 p660s — — 
Nee — . 
.. þ 004030405 e 
2 121 eee dee ebe bees se W 
Indiana eee esse 80 2 


New Jersey 


It will thus be seen that considerably more than one-half of the entire 
fund thus far received, has been contributed by churches and individuals 
in Pennsylvania. We xtate this fact, not by way of invidious distinction, 
but to show to the churches in Maryland, New York, and elsewhere, how 
much they still have to do to place this Society in a condition of wide- 
«pread efficiency and nsefulness. 


The loans have been apportioned by States, as follows : 
To churches in the State of Indiana. 


6 6 6 oo RD ET IT a LE + 
” T 6 fr FOE Te BE FILA Bus» d 
P 6 5Y nn Wea add 3 
5 6 * Pennsylvania . „* 
45 5 4 Delaware cc W 
6 6 6 17 a 
« 1 Wisconsin 2 
6 & 6 DDD e W 
4 on 6 Michigan . 4 


The propriety of appointing a General Agent to visit the churches 
and collect moneys, has received our prayerful attention, but we have not 


been able to reconcile the step to our views of expediency, and we will 


not appoint such an agent, unless instructed to that effect by the Society. 
The question is submitted to your consideration. One happy conse- 
quence of our action in this respect, has been, that the entire expenses 
of the Society, up to the present date, for all purposes whatsoever, have 
been eerenty-one dotlars and Hire cents, incurred in printing cireu- 
lars and paying postage, so that no part of the fund has been expended 
in the remuneration of agents, but all has been applied to the legitimate 
and gpecific purposes for which it was collected. 

. 
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Various amendments to the Constitution, of which due 
notice had been given, were now proposed by the Executive 
Committee and unanimously adopted. The Constitution thus 
amended, will be found appended to thesg minutes. 


The Treasurer, W. M. Heyl, Esq., then presented his ro- 
port, which was accepted and referred to an auditing commit- 
tee consisting of Mezssrs. Barnitz and Stough. | 


On motion of Rev. C. Kühl, it was 
Regolred, That our Executive Committee is hereby in- 


structed to appropriate their aid to such churches only as are 
in connection with Synods reprezented in the General Synod, 
unless there be a surplus on hand which may not be needed 
for those of the above character. 


On behalf of the Executive Committee, A. T. Chur, Eeg. 
presented the following resolution, which was unanimously 


adopted . . 


Whereas, upon the urgent solicitation of the Rev. D. 8. 
Altman, of Richmond, Wayne Co., Ohio, Mr. Herman Haupt 
of Philadelphia, at the time a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of this Society, did advance the sum of five hundred 
and eighty dollars, in aid of the church ut New Germantown, 
which sum has not yet been repaid; therefore, 


Nesodred, That the President*of this Society be directed 
to draw a draft upon the Treasurer for the above amount, in 
favor of Mr. Herman Haupt, as soon as the church in New 
Germantown shall have given such securities to the Execu- 
tive Committee, as are required when loans are made. 


On motion of Isaac Sulger, Esg., it was 
Resolved, That this Society has heard with profound satis- 
faction the report of the Executive Committee, and approve 


the course of the committee, in the appropriation of moneys 
contributed to the laudable objects contemplated in the organ- 


. zation of the Society. 


Nesolred, That the objects of this Society commend them- 
selveg to the sympathy and hearty covperation of the minis- | 
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ters and church councils and Synods in our connection, and 
that we recommend that an annual collection for the Church 


Extension Society, be taken vp on the 31st of October, or 
the Sunday nearest to that day, in such manner as they may 


deem most expedient, until the original amount contemplated 
shall be collected. 


Rezolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to 
prepare a cireular embgdying an abstract of the report sub- 
mitted, communicating the foregoing resolutions, to be ad- 
dressed to the different ministers and church councils, to be 
publicly read by them, and soliciting a correspondent action 
thereon. 


Messrs. Shirmer, Buehler and Kugler were, appointed a 
committee to nominate officers, This committee, after a brief 
interval, reported the following nominations, which were 
unanimously confirmed: 


Prezident.—Charles A. Morris, Exq., of York, Pa. 
Recording Secretary. —Rev. C. A. Hay, of Harrisburg. 
Treasurer. —W. M. Hey), Exq., of Philadelphia. 
Correseponding Seeretary.—Rev. E. W. Hutter, Phila, 
Managers. Messers. Martin Buehler, A. T. Chur, Isaac 


Sulger, G. A. Reichert and Dr. Michael C. Kreitzer. 


The auditing committee thereupon reported that they had 
examined the rep#t of the Treasurer, and found it correct. 

On motion, the Society then adjourned. 
C. A. HAY, 
Seeretary. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE CHURCH EXTEN.- 
SION SOCTETY, 


CoNnE&TITUTION. 


Anricix IL—This Society shall be termed the Church Ertension Soct- 

ety of the Erangelical Lutheran Church in the United States, whose ob- 
ject shall be to establish a fund of at least fifty thousand dollars, to as- 
vist poor and destitute Lutheran congregations in obtaining houses of 
public worship. , 
AzmcLs II.— This Society shall hold its meetings at the time and 
place of the medting of every General Synod of the Evangelical Luther- 
an Church, or at such time and place as the Society may designate, when 
there shall be elected a President, two Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, a 
Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary and five Managets. 
The Managers, with the Treasurer aud Corresponding Secretary, shall 
constitute the Executive Committee. 

The officer presiding at any meeting of the Society, shall have no 
vote, excepting a casting vote when there is a tie. The Corresponding 
Secretary shall exercise a superintendence over the affairs of the Society, 
and seek, by correspondence, communiention, &e., to promote its interest. 

The Treasurer shall pay out no moneys except upon orders signed by 
four of the Managers. Any surplus funds he shall, with the advice and 
consent of the Managers, safely invest, returnable at call; and he shall 
give such security as the Managers shall K the faitlifu] perfor- 
mance of his trust. 


Armies III. The Executive Committee shall appoint their own 
chairman and secretary. They may enact rules for their own govern- 
ment, and amend or repeal the same at pleasure; they shall keep regular 
minutes of their proceedings, and report their transactions to each meet- 
ing of the Society. They shall hear all applications for gid, requiring 
the conditions hereinafter named, and draw orders on the Treasurer, as 
prescribed in Art. IL, paragraph 3; provided that every member of the 
committee shall have had an opportunity of being heard. 

ArTicLE IV.—Aid shall be extended only to congregations destitute 
of a suitable house of worship, whose pastor is a member in good stand- 
ing, of any regular Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the United States, 
and no congregation shall be allowed more than one thousand dollars, at 
the discretion of the Executive Committee, which allowance shall not be 


* 


Tl 


considered as & gift, but as a loan without interest, and which shall be 
repaid into the common church extension fund, at such times, and in 
such instalments as the Executive Committee may require, and such 
loan shall be made to assume a legal form. 


to observe the following rules and regulations, viz : 


1. They shall use every exertion among themselves to raise funds for 
their church edifice, 


2. Their church edifice «ball be plain and substantial, without any un- 
necessary cost and expenditure. 

3. They shall exhibit a just estimate of the cost of the building, and 
the amount of money, or its equivalent, already furnished or secured. 

4. They shall state the condition of the neighborhood in which the 
congregation is organized, the number of members, and the future pros- 

5. These facts shall be certified by the pastor and church council to 
the officers of their Syucd, and by the latter to the Executive Committee. 

6. Any congregation applying, Shall be an n incorporated * 
Lutheran Church. 

Armies VL—Any person may become a member of this Society, by 
an anfiual contribution to the funds of the Society, or by the payment of 
thirty dollars, or more, given at one time, shall be constituted a life- 
member, 0 a 

Aurica VII.— The members of the General Synod shall be er officio 
members of this Society, and shall be competent to transact business; 
but the officers and standing committees shall be composed of laymen, 
except the Corresponding Secretary, who may be a clergyman. 


ArTicue VIIL—This Society shall be the Parent Society, to which 
s0cieties formed by district Synods shall be auxiliary, provided they pay 
into the general fund the funds collected within their bounds. The mem- 
bers of the auxiliary societies shall be members of the Parent Society. 


Anrictx IN.—This Constitution may be altered or amended at any 
stated meeting of the Society, by a majority of the members present 
three months notice of any contemplated alteration or amendment hav- 
ing first been given in the papers of the church. 


By-Laws. 


1. The Executive Committee shall be empowered to fill, ad interim, 


any vacancies that may occur by the death or rediguation of any of the 
officers of the Society. 


—— E 


2.* The Executive Committee shall have power to call a «pecial meet 
ing of the Society at such time and place as they may deem nec ry. 
. 3, The collection of funde, as provided for by resolution of the meet- 
2 ing held at Winchester, Va., May 21st, 1833, «hall be made by «ubserip- 
4 tion, or otherwise, as the respective congregations shall deem most advi- 
sable. , 
4. The sums thus raised shall be transmitted directly to the Treasurer 
of the Society, and be reported by the pastors to their rexpective Synods, 
for the purpose of being regularly entered upou the minutes, with their 


parochial reports. 
— 2» -- — 
© Bip PROCEEDINGS OF THE LUTHERAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 
| By The annual meeting of the Publication Society of the. Lu- 


theran Church, was held according to previous appointment, 
in the City of Reading, Pa., in the Lecture Room of St. 
James' Church, on Wednesday evening, May 13th, 1857, 

Rev. Dr. Morris, of Baltimore, was called to the Chair, 
and Professor Stoever, of Gettysburg, appointed Secretary. 

An invitation was Fen to those present to unite with the 
Society, when the following individuals, either then, or sub- 
sequently, became members. 

Rev. A. J. Karn, Rev. J. Rugan, 
by „J. T. Wilkams, 
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8 A. Berg, for two years. 
40 „% P. Raby, 
" A. Essick, 
*** 6 W. A. Passavant, 
3 J. W. Hassler, « S. L. Harkey, 
12 « II. Ziegler, « C. J. Ehrehart, 
« G. Diehl, S. S. Schmucker, D. PD., 
& J. Z. Senderling, * " N. Pohlman, D. D., 
C. P. Krauth, S. Sprecher, D. D., 
Mr. J. T. Thomas, Prof. R. Weiser. 
1 The Board of Publication then submitted a new Conntita- 
1 tion and rules for the government of the Board, which were 


taken up 8eriatim and, after amendment, adopted as follows: 


. 


T3 


CONSTITUTION. 


Arie I.— The name, style and litle of this Society shall be, The 
Lutheran Publication Society.” 

Azz. II.— This Society, ass2ming the doctrinal basis of the General 
Synod, Shall have for its object the diffusion of religious knowledge, by 
means of trunslations and original productions, aud thus to ſurnish and 
circulate a suitable literature for the church. 

Aut, III.— The officers of the Society, to be elected at the annual 


meeting, shall be a President and Secretary. At the same time, the So- 


ciety shall elect a Board of Publication, to hold its meetings fa Philadel- 
phia, and to be composed of twenty-four members, all of whom shall be 
members in good standing of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and two- 
thirds of whom shall be within such a distance of Philadelphia as to be 
able to attend the mectings of the Board, 


Aut. IV —Each Evangelical Lutheran Synod, in connection with the 


General Synod of the United Statea, is recommended to establish depos- 
itories within its own boundaries, and to circulate the publications of the 
Board, either by colporteurs or otherwise; said colporteurs to be appoint- 
ed by and with the consent of the General Agent of the Board. 

The President of any such Synodical organization to be ex officio Vico 

President of the Publication Society, and shall be expected to pay into 
the Treasurer's hands, at each annual meeting, whatever money may 
have been collected during the year; and shall, at the same time, receive 
from him the amount requisite to pay the salaries of colporteurs and 
others employed. 
+ Art, V.—The Board of Publication shall have power to elect its own 
officers; via: a President, Correspondiag Sccretary, Recording Secretary, 
General Agent and Treasurer, who shall, at the same time, be Treasurer 
of the Society. 

The Board shall have power to enact its own by-laws, to fill vaeancies 
oecurring during the year, to provide for the publication of books and 
tracts, and to priut and circulate appeals to the church in behalf of the 
benevolent objects of the Society. 

Aunr. VL—The Board shall have power, whenever the funds of the 
Society shall justify it, to establish a. publication house or depository, in 
some suitable location in Philadelphia, where, our books, tracts, pam- 
phlets, periodicals, and all kinds of stationery may be kept for sale; the 
profits of which sales to be appropriated toward the support of the Edu- 
cation and Missionary Societies of the Church. 

Aur. ViL-The Society shall hold auniversary meetings the time 
whey, and place where, 10 De Pre vious) y A ly the Board. 
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amount of two dollars, and each Life Member to the amount of one dol- 


> gut _—_— 


E — ” ar” — — ” = 
= 
ö 1 d 1 42 0 * r . 
— » 4A _ 
o q - * 5 * b - 
on. 4 ä as * 0 Qs (3 a2 > * 8 9 « 3s 2 " 
3 a 4 4 8 
— r „*r +» * s 
_—_ 4 * 4 a ©. 2 : 
* N K . 4 . 
* — * . WP = © . 4 L bo © E Jr 5 * 
« _ 2 ; 1 4 rx 4 - oy * — 
5 7 6 1 _ A a " 4 ms 


-- i» pow, - a” « 
cs \ 
929 


* * < 


» F454 
* 
r : 

N 


, + 4-Þ 4 . _ . 
r 


3 
* 5 Lo Sc 
. 

* * g 


— „ a 


1 8 

. * is 

\ '» * W - 
\ Pr. adi Et. 


ren 
= 


„„ - 
Py 7 
5%. Ya 


= 


74 


At these meetings the Corresponding Secretary 'of the Board shall 
make a detailed report of tho operntious of tho Society quring the past, 
$howing ity present condition and future 

Arr. VIIT.—Any Latheran minister or layman Shall be considered a 
member of this Society by paying ove dollar annually. 

Agr, IX.— The payment of twenty dollars, or more, in one year, «hall 
constitute the person so paying, a Life Director, and the payment of ten 
dollars, a Life Member. . 


Arr. X.—Each Life Director shall be entitled to publications to the 


lar annually, if called for within the year. Each Life Director shall 
be further entitled to a sent in the meetings of the Board, and to take an 
active part in its proceedings. 

Arr. XI.— This Constitution may be amended in any of its provisions, 
by the concurrence of a majority of the members present at au annual 
meeting, provided one month's notice has been given in the church 


papers. 
BY-LAWS. 


1. Nine members shall eonstitnte a quorum. 

2. The regular meetings of the Board shall be held monthly, and shall 
be opened and closed with prayer. 

3. Special meetings may be held at the call of the President or Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

4. The Treasurer shall keep an account of all moneys received and 
expended, report the same at each regular meeting of the Board, and 
submit a detailed statement of the receipts and disbursements at each 
annual meeting, or oftenor if required. . 

He-«hall be expected to give such security as the Board may _— 
for the faithful performance of his trust. 

5. The General Agent shall collect funds for the establishment of tho 
Pablishing house, and to enable the Society to carry on its operations ; 
he shall have the appoiutment of the sub- agents and golportenrs, and by 
the consent of the Board, shall select some suitable person to take charge 
of the depository, over which he shall exercise a general control : the 
salaries of all such persons employed, to be fixed by the Board. 

The General Agent shall pay over from time to time, to the Treasu- 
rer, all moneys he has collected by s1bgcription, or from colporteurs or 
others, who shall be responsible to him alone: and he shall be expected 
to make a general report quarterly, to the Board, of his collections, and 
matters of interest coming under his notice. 

6. There shall be three or more standing committees appointed at 
each annual meeting of the Board, viz: a Publication Committee of 
seven, an Editing Committee of this; od 6 Financial Committes of 


three, who shall meet as often as necessary, and report monthly to the 
Board concerning all matters that have been brought before them. 

The Publishing Committee shall agt in concurrence with the financial 
committee, shall have power to decide upon and publish, if the funds of 
the Society warranv it, all works, original or translated, or selected, pre- 
sented to it for publication, and no work shall be published by this usso- 
ciation, to which any one of the committee shall object; aud also to 
make arrangements and contracts for their publication and. circulation. 
And in case they may consider any book unworthy of publication, they 
shall report the same to the Board, with their reasons, that final decision 
in regard to it may be then made. 

The Editing Committee shall take special charge of the periodicals of 
the Society, and see that they are published and circulated in proper 
ume aud shape, and also that the publications of the Board be properly 
advertized. 

The Treasurer of the Society shall be the Chairman of the Financial 
Committee, who shall attend to the investment of the funds of the So- 


cacy, and to such other duties as may devolve upon them. 


The Society then adjourned to attend the anniversary ex- 
ercises in the Church. The services were introduced with 
prayer by Rev. J. G. Butler, after which_the annual report 
was read by Rev. W. M. Baum, the Corresponding Secretary. 


Report of the Lutheran Board of Publication. 


In presenting fhe second anunal report of the Latheran Board of Pub- 
lication, the Executive Committee desire to acknowledge the goodness of 
God, who has been pleased to watch over all our interests, and to bless 
all our efforts. Although our operatis have not been as extended as 
many night have desired, we are still very thankful, in being able to re- 
port a far more encouraging state of affairs than could be given at our 
last anniversary, Many who once felt indiffercat, have been led to take 
an active part in our operations, Some, who were once opposed to us, 
have been induced to change their relations, and are now numbered among 
our warm adherents. These changes are to be ascribed to the influence 
of a more intimate acquaintance with the true spirit and real position of 
our society. Aiming at the one purpose of building up the kingdom of 
God in the midst of the Lntheran church in America, by the diffusion 
of evangelical literature, we claim the sympathy and coiperation of all 
our brethren. If, unexpectedly and undesignedly, we were for a moment 
drawn into the arena of Theological controversy, we feel much encouraged 
by the hope that, ere this, all have b-en fully convinced that we aim not 
tu exercise our prowess on that field, nor to achieve our triumphs with 
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duch weapons. Much more is it our desire and prayer, to scatter tho 
simple aud unquestioned truths of vital Godlipess, so that losing sight of 
minor differences, we may all unite in the exsentials of the Gospel of peace. 


During the past year wo have been mainly engaged in preparing tho 


way for future activity. No small parr of our time, at our weekly moet- 


ings, was occupied in discussing the expediency of establishing a general 
agency, preparatory to the opening of a Deporitory in some central part 
of the city of Philadelphia. The confse we have purzncd, received the 
unanimous vote of the Executive Committee, and wherever heard from, 
the church at large has zanctioned it. In the nppointment of that tried 
agent, Rev. B. Kritun, we for assure that if a kind Providence contin- 
ue to smile upon us, oor highest hopes and brightest expoctations will be 
realized. The ſew weeks of his labor, since his appointment, augur well 
for the future. His operations thus far, present u total xubscribed of 
$1,789 00. Cash received, $699 00. This money is sccurety invested, 
yielding the legal interest until applicd to the purpose for which it was 
contributed. 


The condition of the general Treasury is far more encouraging than 
we had anticipated. Under the careful supervision of Rev. G. A. Wen 
rel, Our expenses have materially dliminishal, whilst our income has been 
increased. The transfer of the mail books of he Lutheran Home Journal 
to this officer of che- Board, by whom they are kept without charge, will 
gave annnally a considerable sum. 


The Executive Committee take pleasure in looking over the list of 
books they have issued during the past year. Among them we found 
works adapted to the wants of the old and of the youny, and all we hope 
of permanent value. The number published would have been much lar- 
ger, could we have commanded the capital necessary for the isxue. Ser- 
eral manuscripts of much valueSdre now on hand, awaiting the obtaining 
of means for their publication. In almost all cazcs, publisherwrefuse to 
advance the price of stereotyping, and not unfrequently require authors 
to bear a portion of the other expenses of publication, so that we were 
unable to send forth some works, which were deemed by us very suitable 
for our church. Should our present plans be matured, and our efforts be 


successful, we will soon be above all dependence upon the generosity of 


others, and be able, from our own resources, to send forth whatever we 
may deem worthy of the press. We do not think it neexsary to refer in 
detail to each of the volumes now bearing the imprint of the Board, 
They have been sent forth upon their mission, and we earnexily pray 
that God will bless them. 

During the coming year, we hope to make a large addition to the 
number of our books. As our facilities increase, we will endcayor to in- 
creuse the value of our church literature, knowing that in the presecut 


* 


day the printed page is more and more in demand. God has hlessed tho 
publications of other Churches in a most remarkable manner. Dare we 
not expect the same upon our own ? | 

Before closing this report, we desire to direct hh attention of the Bo- 
ciety to the interests of the *Lutheran Home Journal,” The full suc- 
cess of this periodical is regarded as of the first importance. With the 
manner in which it haeen conducted, we believe the church to be well 
satisfied. Many friends have expresscd their approbation of the labors 
of the Eliting Committee. As far as possible, we have employed agents 
to assist in enlarging the circulation. Much, however, remains to be 
done. The number of subscribers is still entirgly too small. The cost 
of publishing is very great, so as to leave no revenue from which to com- 
ponaate the editors. Of this, however, the generons committee do not 
complain, but they do complain of the remissness of the members 
of the Society, in furnishing matter with which to fill its pages. It is de- 
fired by the committee to send forth each number with entirely original 
matter, but this cannot be done unless the members of the soeicty con- 
tribute more regularly to its columns. The finances of the Home Jour- 
nal are in a healthful condition, and might be made quite satisfactory to 
all, were there not so many delinquent subseribers. Many of these ar- 


rearazzes will doubtless be realized, and the Journal be made not only to 
guitain itsclf, but also to afford a gurplus, from which to remunerate its 
editors, As soon as the result of our general agency will justify, it is 
our purpose to open the contemplated Depository. Should any profits 
accrue from the sales of books and stationery, an equitable division will 
he made among the various benevolent operations of our Church. The 
coming year promises to bo one of great activity for our Society. The past 
labors of our General Agent Rive us good reas0n to expect a rapid increase 
of funds. The work of superintending our own stereotyping and print- 
ing, and the still more responsible and difficult work of selling our books, 
when once issued, will call into exercise all our resources. But in hum- 
ble reliance upon Divine aid, we hope to shrink from no duty. Associated 
ſor the sole purpose of doing good, and having already devoted much 
time, and no small amount of labor and money, in accomplishing the 
feeble, but still very important results thus far attained, we feel ourselves 
ſully jdstified in asking the coiperation of our brethren throughout our 
whole Church. 

The control of this Society is in the hands of its members. Any abuse 
of power, or violation of trust, may be remedied by an immediate remo- 
val from office. The objects contemplated cannot but approve them- 
elves to the judgment of every friend of Evangelical Christianity in our 
country. If, in the administration of its affairs, the Executive Commit- 
tee have failed to meet the reasonalle expectations of its friends, let 
them be removed, und others substituted, but let no one, for a moment, 
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lose sight of the glorious rusults which may be accomplished by a liber. 
al and enlightened policy in furnishing our church with the literature 
which the times dem 

Committing the of our association to the sympathy of its 
friends, and to the care of Him whose honor it seeks to promote, we in- 
vito your attention to those who shall now atdreas you in its behalf. 


* 

Rev. Dr. Harkey then delivered a discourse on the impor- 
tance of the objects contemplated by the Society, in promot- 
ing piety, intelligence, liberality, church feeling and a spirit 


of fraternal union in the church. 


After the public exercises were coneluded, the Society re- 
sumed business. The following resolution, with the pream- 
ble, was offered and adopted : 

Whereas, the General Synod, at its last session, held in 
Dayton, Ohio, expressed its approbation of the general ob- 
Jeets of the Lutheran Publication Society, then recently es- 
tablished in Philadelphia, and intimated its willingness to give 
its official sanction to said Society, so soon as its Constitution 
was so altered as to allow a representation, on the part of 
the General Synod, in its Executive Committee, therefore, 


Nesolred, That the Lutheran Publication Society is desi- 
rous of receiving the endorsement of the General Synod, in 
order that its efforts may be rendered more effective, and the 
cooperation of the whole Church secured. 


Nesolred, That C. W. Schaeffer, D. D., W. M. Reynolds, 
D. D., and II. H. Muhlenberg, M. D., be appointed to com- 
municate the above resolution to the General Synod. 


The Sotiety proceeded to the clection of officers for the 
ensuing year, which resulted as follows: wy 


President.—Rev. J. G. Morris, D. D. 

Secretary. Prof. M. L. Stoever. 

Board of Publication. — Rev. Messers. J. C. Baker, 1 D. D., 
C. W. Schaeffer, D. D., Rev. B. Keller, T. Stork, D. D., E. 
W. Hutter, W. M. Baum, W. J. Mann, D. D., G. A. Wenzel, 
L. E. Albert, J. A. Brown, C. F. Schaeffer, D. D., W. M. 
Reynolds, D. D., and Messrs. R. B. Miller, L. L. Houpt, J. 


T9 


L. Frederick, L. Bremer, G. A. Reichert and II. II. Muhlen- 
berg. M. D. 

Rezolred, That the thanks of this Society be presented to 
Rev. Dr. Harkey for his able discourse, delivered this evening 
at the request of the Board of Publication, and that a copy 
be requested for publication. 

The Society then adjourned to meet again at the call of the 
President. 


N O ND SESSION. 


Tors Ebay Evexixc, May 19, 1857. 


The meeting was called to order by the President. The 
Committee appointed to present the Constitution and pro- 
ccedlings of the Society to the General Synod, reported that 
the Synod had expressed its approval of the objects contem- 
plated by the Society, and proposed an arrangement by which 
the General Synod, at each of its regular conventions, should 
elect by ballot two members of the Board of Publication, 
who shall be ez officio members of the Publication Committee, 
to whom all books * and pamphlets intended for publication 
shall be submitted for examination, and whose consent shall 
be necessary to their publication. Further, that the Synod 
had elected Rev. Messers. C. A. Hay and G. F. Krotel as its 
official representatives in the Board. 

Resolved, That the Society accede to the terms proposed, 
and that Rev. W. M. Baum he appointed to communicate the 
decision to the General Synod. 

Rezolred, That the number of the Board of Publication 
be now increased to twenty-four. Rev. Messrs. C. J. Ehre- 
hart, II. N. Pohlman, D. D., C. Porterfield Krauth, S. Sprech- 
er, D. D., G. Dichl and A. Exsick were then chosen as mem- 
bers of the Board. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 


M. L. STOEVER, &. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HISTORICAL SOCTETY, 


Aſter the address before the Society, in Trinity Church, 
by the Rev. G. Diehl, the Society was called to order, tho 
President, Dr. Schmucker, in the Chair. In the absenge of 
the Curator, the President made some statements in reference 
to the publications received by the Society. 

On motion, it was resolved that the Corresponding Secre- 
tary be instructed to write to every Lutheran author in the 
United States, and request him to send a copy of his publi- 
cations to the library of this Society at Gettysburg. 

2. That the same officer be requested to collect the likenesses 
of all Lutheran ministers in this country, as far as issugd. 

3. That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to col- 


lect copies of all the minutes of all the Synods of the Lu- 


theran Church in the United States. 

4. That the Curator be directed to acknowledge monthly, 
in the church papers, all publications received by him for the 
Society. The following officers were selected: 

Prezident.—S. S. SCAxUcKkKER, D. D.; Vice Presidents. 
J. Bachman, D. D., J. G. Morris, D. D.; Corresponding See- 
retary.— Prof. F. A. Mühlenberg; Recording Secrctary.— 
Rev. J. A. Brown: Curator, —U. F. Schaeffer, D. D.; Trea- 
#wrer.—Prof. M. Jacobs. 

The following persous constituted themselves members of 
the Society by the payment of fifty cents each: — Kuhl, Es- 
sick, Berg, Domer, Aldrich, Sylger, E. Miller, Baker, Kro- 
tel, Muhlenberg, Stork, Rothrock, B. Sclunucker, Ehrchart, 
Ditzler, Brobst, Boinest, Thomas, Haupt, Wampole, Ellinger, 
Heck," J. Deininger, II. S. Miller, Weidman, Oswald. 

Rev. J. A. Seiss was selected as principal, and T. Stork, 
D. D., alternate, to deliver the address at the next meeting 
of the General Synod. Adjourned to meet again at the next 
General Synod. J. A. BROWN, See. 


Nor- On page N, line 1, read communication for committee. 

The static presented on page 46, in the Pargetiiat Table, cannot be regarded as com 
plete exhib of the «treneth of the Lufheran Church in conmectuon with thr Genera Syn 
od, im cunscquence of the failure of several of the Synode to furmnich tat roquiate material. 
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